T

GU

YA C
H

February 2018

LF

Volume 19 Issue 2

GULF
SAILOR
CRUISING UNDER SAIL
CLU B

Brian Carlin/Volvo Ocean Race, Leg 4. Drone sunrise shot on day 18 onboard Turn the Tide on Plastic.

I resolve to sail which way the wind blows

FEBRUARY 12

Again! 2018 version – and this time I really mean it. I know I’ve
said this before, and no doubt will say it again, but I’d really like
for it to happen one of these years. If this is ‘mindful’ sailing then
I’m all for it – theoretically. It’s just that I/we find it quite difficult

Meet bears' lairs, whales'
tails and bergs' bays
as Trooper threads the
Inside Passage to Alaska.

to attain: deadlines, schedules, equipment failure, weather, tides,
currents – so many things challenge what we hope will be ‘smooth
sailing’. Which is why, when the stars finally align and we drift happily
down Trincomali Channel we feel ‘just right’. And that feeling is worth
seeking – even if it is maddeningly fleeting.

Alaskan
Odyssey

The winners and runners-up of our Annual Photo Contest are
displayed for all to see, and we publish the year’s Cruise and
YA C
Meeting Schedule for you to print and put on the fridge.
LF
Lastly, we remember Dr Doug who contributed so much
in words and pictures and memories to the GYC. Phill
and Nancy share a side of Doug that is not familiar to
many of us but we’ll wish it was.
This is a big newsletter – it’s always feast or famine – and
CLU B
I want to thank everyone for their contributions.

H

T

GU

We’ve a brand new Executive Team to get to know and some of
them introduce themselves “in their own words”. Lorraine wants
to get to know you, too, so she has taken it upon herself to kick
off a new series of articles highlighting members’ interests off
the boat, Beyond Sailing.
The Vandergaag’s contributed a GYC Approved Anchorage which is a real
gem – we’ll all be lining up to get in! I am also beginning a second new series,
Reading at Anchor, which is intended to be a place to recommend books with
a watery, boaty connection. I want suggestions from you to keep this going.

Suzanne Walker, Editor S/V White Wolf

Trooper at anchor in Alaska.
Don’t miss the next presentation
by our own

Nick Palmer
Continued p.2 Staff Captain’s Report
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Staff Captain’s Report
Alaskan Odyssey
Don’t miss what promises to be a most enjoyable and entertaining evening. Here
are some photos that illustrate Nick Palmer’s presentation next Valentine’s Day.

I LOVE this shot of a bear peaking out of the forest. It looks like she’s wearing a little apron and
getting ready for some imminent meal preparation. Wonder if it was Nick she was fancying on her
menu or in the frying pan! I’m sure this bear would have gotten a Special Mention in our recent
photo contest (at the very least). Ed.

Introducing Our Staff Captain
In his own words…
My earliest sailing experience involved a 7’ plywood
sloop my father had built. I still recall my first overnight cruise – all the way across Okanagan Lake to
anchor off-shore a Provincial Park. A daunting 2.5
miles under sail in four hours. Of course oars were
aboard as auxiliary power. Asleep on the cockpit
floor, snuggled up to the daggerboard trunk – what
more could a young teenager want?
Many years, and a few dinghy construction

projects, passed before Lorraine and I acquired an
Abbott 22, our first real sailboat. Our Mirage 27,
Hypatia, followed a few years later and in short order,
we joined the Gulf Yacht Club. We have certainly
enjoyed the past four years with such a welcoming
group of sailors.
I trust my scant years before the mast (as humble
George Bamford,
seaman) has prepared me to take on the job of Staff
Staff Captain, S/V Hypatia
Captain. (When do I get my tricorn hat?)

Au Revoir But Not Goodbye
It’s been some time since Mary-Lou and I have been able to enjoy the company of
our GYC pals, and I just wanted to catch you up on things with us.
It’s a snowy, windy morning here in Sun Peaks – a perfect day to send out some emails!.
They say everything happens for a reason. Maybe that statement is a little vague and oversimplified, but we believe it’s true. It’s been 5 1/2 years since my career life took an abrupt turn.
Looking back, I think it was the best thing that could have happened. Although our sailing
careers took a hit, we now ski powder like demons! We miss our friends, and Austin, of course, but there are so many things
about city life that we don’t miss. I feel healthier than I have in years in Vancouver, and stress is but a distant memory. The air
is clean and silence truly is golden!
We haven’t given up the cruising bug, but we have changed vessels. This summer we experimented with RVing by
purchasing an older, but sound, 5th wheel trailer. It was a surprisingly easy transition. Very similar to our coastal boating life,
in that we could get out of dodge for the weekend quickly and actually enjoy time off, rather than spending it driving to and
from the coast. And, we started exploring BC’s hidden gems. We did our research on RVs, much like boat shopping, and knew
what we wanted when we upgraded. We were fortunate to sell the test RV quickly, and locate one of only four in Canada, of
what we wanted. So, by summer’s end, we are now ready for long-term, self-sufficient, land-yachting!
Continued p.8
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Commodore’s Report and Introduction
I am very pleased to be the Commodore of the Gulf Yacht Club for 2018 and I thank
the membership for their support. I would also like to express my gratitude to the
club for voting me as the recipient of the Silver Ship award. I was surprised and
delighted to receive this and it is indeed an honour. When I look at the other names
engraved on the trophy I feel I am in esteemed company.
For those of you who don’t know me, I have been a GYC member since 2009 and
this is my fifth year on the Executive, having served as Executive Officer (2014 –
2016) and Staff Captain (2017). My wife Terry and I sail Tantramar, a Beneteau
F375, which we moor at Mosquito Creek Marina. I have always had an interest
in boating and in 1980 I bought and learned to sail a dinghy. This was an excellent
way to discover the fundamentals of sailing and improve one’s skills. I went on
to crew on race boats, charter locally and eventually buy a cruising boat of our
own. Over the years I worked towards and obtained an
IYT Certification as a 200 ton Offshore Captain and I am
also a Sail Canada Instructor.

As Commodore, for the coming year I would like to
continue with the objectives set out by the Strategic
Committee. This would include attempting to increase the membership, focus
on sailing and of course continue with the things the GYC does so well. This year’s executive is
a well qualified group of sailors and I look forward to working with them.
To this end I would like to encourage members to join the GYC Facebook group and use it. Also,
talking to your neighbours at the marina to let them know about our club is very helpful in
Commodore,
recruiting new members. Word of mouth advertising is the best form of publicity and if we do John Dixon,
S/V Tantramar
these simple things I believe we will see some positive outcomes. The Executive hopes to have
an updated club brochure for distribution and posting to help with this. Furthermore, the Executive welcomes input
from the membership and I encourage members to bring forward any suggestions they may have.
During the winter Tantramar is tied up, unused and under tarps. However, come March, the tarps will be removed, cruising gear
put on board, a few maintenance issues looked after and we will be ready for another great sailing season. Our cruising plans are
very much in the formative stages at this point but we certainly plan to attend as many cruises as possible and hope to meet up
with the fleet when we can.

We don’t like this…

But we DO like this…
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Treasurer’s Report
Year-end Financial Status Dec 31 2017
Current Bank Account
Cheques Outstanding
Net Cash available.
GIC Savings
Total Cash and Savings

The executive asked me to provide a visual representation of where we spend
our dues. For this annual review I have offered two types of charts; a pie chart and a
column chart, as some people relate to one
style of presentation over another. Regardless of the presentation the proportions and expenses data are the same.
The charts provided here are the
expenses net of any related expenses. To explain this lets use an
example. The Club has an Awards
Dinner Dance each year. We incur
an expense for the Awards Dinner
Dance but much of the expense is offset by the ticket revenue. What you see
in these charts is the net expense; the
cost of the Awards Dinner Dance after the
ticket revenue has been deducted.

$ 9,028
- 3,758
$ 5,270
+ 4,040
$ 9,310

Chuck Spong,
Treasurer
S/V Windstrel

Also, for the sake of simplicity in the
newsletter I have not included donations that the Club makes to Marine
Parks Forever or the Disabled
Sailors Association of BC as those
are completely and directly offset by
revenue generated from donations
by the Club members.
As a commentary, the Club does not
have a large budget and from my perspective I can assure the members that
the executive is very thoughtful, prudent
and frugal with expenses.

Treasurer’s Duties:
• Deposit revenues and pay accounts
approved by the GYC Executive from
the GYC approved bank account.
• Ensure that correct accounts of the
Club’s finances are maintained.
• Present a statement of the Club’s
finances at each regular meeting of the
Club and at the Executive Committee
meetings.
• Prepare and present proper general
statements to the Annual General
Meeting.
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Beyond Sailing – A New Newsletter Feature
What do YOU do when you’re not sailing? I realized, being a relatively ‘new’
member, that I knew very little about my fellow sailor friends. I want to rectify that.
I’d like to get to know you and am prepared to do some legwork to that end. Each month in the
newsletter, I hope to bring you someone’s back story – something that may surprise you, something
that might peak your curiosity, something that might lead you deeper into a new friendship.
While it is always interesting to read members’ articles about sailing adventures (keep submitting),
I would like to see a small section of the newsletter devoted to other interests: pastimes and passions
of my fellow members. I think this will enhance the ties we now have in sailing and socializing –
bring us to a new depth / fasten the painter / tighten the running knot – so to speak. I hope this
feature will be ongoing and highlight many of our varied interests. So, I’ll go first…

Lorraine de la
Morandière
S/V Hypatia

Lorraine de la Morandière
I have a passion for wood – patterns within wood (especially cotton wood bark), their
natural shapes, what I can make from their shapes, the smoothness of manzanita etc.
I initially began with driftwood sculptures and George patiently lugged it all
onboard Hypatia, to our garden shed and beyond. You can never have enough…!
Two years ago while collecting driftwood on Island View Beach, a woman stopped
to ask what I do with the wood and if I had ever
considered carving. Turned out she is a retired
artist, carver and carving teacher living in Victoria.
She supplied me with cleaned manzanita,
cottonwood, sandpaper and tools, as well as a CD
she created on the basics of hand carving wood and
bark. With only my straight edge, bent knife, oyster
shucker and drop cloth, I happily chip away in the
cockpit of Hypatia on sunny, warm motoring
stretches.
I particularly like working with cottonwood bark
as it is soft, easy to carve and invariably yields a
beautiful grain. Here is a burl I cleaned and polished
and discovered a Wild Woman hiding inside.
Quill: Manzanita quill on fir base
Another type of work I particularly enjoy is
piecing the driftwood together in a frame (somewhat like a mosaic) for our garden. Below is
a picture of a garden installation during a heavy snowfall this winter and a summer view
showing off George’s installation work.

Above: Wild Woman in Wood
Far left: ‘My Ruffled Feathers’.
The feathers are cottonwood bark,
manzanita, fir and two Northern
Flicker feathers.

While I am far from an expert at this, I thoroughly enjoy collecting, creating and
carving wood. I also firmly believe that, like good brandy, I will get better with time :)
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Introducing some of our 2018 Executive…
In their own words…

Our Honorary Secretary
Chris Stangroom
S/V Christie Cove

I came to sailing the year I turned 30 – OK, it was quite a
while ago. We had little money, little time, and no experience.
Our first boat was a Ranger 26, no headroom, not much of
anything. It came advertised as “Sleeps 4” so we always had
another couple with us.
I was a very anxiety ridden sailor back then. I loved being
on the boat at the dock and as soon as we left port I became
an anxious shrew, sure we were going to be mowed down by
a ferry no matter how far away it was. You see, the boat had
an Evinrude outboard motor that seemed to quit as soon as it
saw a ferry. It ate spark plugs along with my confidence.
There was never a relaxing moment on the Ranger, there was
always something about to happen! The stories I could tell!
So, she soon left us for the Truant 33 (also not kept long)
and then the Truant 37 that we sailed for 23 years. In order to
be a good first mate and to alleviate some of the anxiety, I
learned to sail her until I could single hand. It was the
highlight of my life on the water when I took the boat to
Comox, and on to Desolation one summer by myself. Yes, the
whole boat to myself! What a wonderful experience, one that
I would recommend to all us women who sail.
Twelve years ago we built our beautiful Sceptre 43, Christie
Cove. Most moments on board are exciting, I love the art of
sailing and she is just the right boat for us. I still can get a tad
anxious and have been known to start harping when we are
close to ferries or freighters, or if the wind blows over 25 knots
at night in the anchorage - I think it is in my DNA!
The Gulf Yacht Club has been a big part of our sailing for
many years and the adventures we’ve had with other
members, the rendezvous, the fabulous potluck suppers, have
brought us much laughter and contentment while boating. I
can’t imagine not being part of the GYC and here I am again,
the Honorary Secretary and loving it.

Our Honorary Treasurer
Chuck Spong
S/V Windstrel

I began sailing in dinghies so long ago that the rainbows were
in still black and white. Many dinghies later and lots of
learning, I moved to crewing on fixed-keel race boats
competing in the VARC, Snow Flake, Wednesday-night series,
and miscellaneous one-offs. I started off as rail-meat and
progressed through various crew-roles including fore-deck. I
loved racing but family and career eventually won the
competition.
My current boat Windstrel, is an old (classic plastic) C&C
30. When I bought her I had her on the hard for 66 days that
first summer for repairs. Had I to do it over again, it would
take two weeks. A boat is always a DIY project. I have done
most of the maintenance and repairs on the boat. *(Did I tell
you that I'm frugal? Perfect for the Club Treasurer)* It is part
of the hobby, the sport, the love of boats, and a constant
source of learning.
Naturally I always have 10 foot-itis but sometimes bigger is
not always better, especially when single-handing. I had
dreams of off-shore sailing and did much of the preparation
training through Blue Water Cruising but decided to let that
go in favour of chartering, and crewing offshore. Although
you never know.
I love the water; I love anything to do with boats but I like
to do other things too. So I try to keep my boat addiction
manageable and fun. Although I am restoring a wooden
1960's Mirror sailing dinghy to add to the fleet!"
I am glad to be returning as the Honorary Treasurer for my
third term. While it is not terribly difficult job, one needs to be
vigilant and it takes a while to get up to speed with the job of
Treasurer. (I am making less mistakes or at least different,
smaller mistakes hopefully?) Also, I am more able to analyse
the financial implications of our processes.
Anyone who participates on the Executive enjoys the
comradery of the people on the Executive and gets to know
the broader membership much better. The GYC membership
is such a great group of people that more participation in the
Club reaps greater rewards.
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Gulf Sailor Editor’s Report for 2017
The newsletter has a long history as you all know from reading the “From the Archives”
pieces that Ken has found for us. Are its days numbers? How can it survive?
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Last year was another big year for the Gulf Sailor, what
with nine editions, averaging 13pp each. There were 12
Event/Cruise Reports, 21 assorted Stories and seven lots
of interesting highlights From the Archives, and all this not
including contributions and reports from the Executive
Officers. And not forgetting all the photos you provided.
Suzanne Walker,
Looking back over the years of newsletters I've been Editor, S/V White Wolf
involved with I've noticed that the makeup of the club,
and the content of the newsletters has changed even in that short time. We used
to have several members who delighted in teasing us with tales of their adventures
in far off places. Younger and more adventurous in those days? And I guess they had
more time on their hands not having the electronic distractions they do now. I also
found that in 2014 girls’ offerings edged the guys’ by 11 to 9! in 2015 14 to 10! But
that has all changed.
I was surprised to see that in just three years the guys have managed to pull off
the image shattering feat of doubling their collective output. This year we had 15
submissions by the guys and only seven from the girls.
What could possibly account for such a surge of effort? Maybe some
contributors' other halves used wily ways and subtle persuasion to egg them on
to creative heights (the woman behind the throne sort of explanation?). Who knows?
Maybe those members who have 'been around' a while and can recite the
unfolding of events at our popular cruises by heart really aren't all that interested
in who won the egg toss. Or maybe everyone is just too busy now many are retired!
Maybe we're just experiencing the normal ups and downs of the newsletter
cycle. And perhaps I've contributed to, even enabled, the reduced word count by
upping the photo content to such an extent that the newsletter has turned into a
series of annotated photo albums, instead of stories illustrated with photos. Could
be. If anyone has any ideas, I'd love to hear them.
One thing that for sure helps: an ‘official’ scribe for each cruise and/or event.
Sharing the job is absolutely fine, even encouraged, so don’t feel you have to take the
whole job on all by yourself.
As a club we should feel very fortunate we have so many talented and
conscientious members who take the time to keep the institution of the Gulf Sailor
a going concern.

In her own words…

I learned the basics of sailing at Jericho as a child and went on to ‘skipper’ our family’s brand new
26’ Thunderbird as no one else but me could figure out how to make it go. We had a partner who was an
old salt and I was invited to race with him and his boys when WVYC and RVYC had a sizeable fleet of the
fast little boats. I loved absolutely everything about it.
When Miles and I emigrated from the UK in the early 80s, we chartered for a few years until we found
someone to partner with as we had not much money. We bought a US 25, Kahlua, before moving up to a
C&C 30, Procyon, which we sailed for 19 years (and had to repower). Wanting hot water, heating and a
windlass more than peace of mind and familiarity, we bought White Wolf, a Pearson 36 MkII in 2006 and
have hardly ever relaxed due to her dickey engine. We finally repowered her last year so maybe we can
exhale and enjoy the ride for the first time in a long time. Or maybe, like Chris, angst is just in my DNA too!
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Reading at Anchor – Another New Newsletter Feature
What I like to do ‘when we get there’, when there are no urgent jobs
to do right away, or appies to prepare, is tuck into my latest book.
I’m sure that’s what many of us enjoy and look forward to. So I thought I’d start
off a new feature with a spotlight on books. I am hoping you will come back to
me with so many options we could fill up a whole newsletter with them! The
only rule is that the books touch on boating in some way or other – other than
that, the gloves are off.
I’m going to go first by recommending Sam Llewellyn, a British writer, who
writes ‘sailing thrillers’ as he, himself, describes them:
“a series of sailing thrillers, set in and around the fishing village of Pulteney, on the
southwest coast of England. Pulteney is a village once inhabited by fishermen, since bought up by bankers. It is the place you keep
your boat for the winter, probably to have it refitted under the benevolent guidance of Charlie Agutter, local yacht designer, whisky
drinker, and occasional detective. Pulteney is a place where you meet people who will be the other side of the world next week, and
hear their stories. The object of these books is to give you all the thrills of yachting with none of the excess moisture, and to keep your
heart in your mouth long past your bedtime.”

Au Revoir continued from p.2

Our kids are all doing well. We’ve been able to have them all with
us for a couple of Christmas holidays, (talk about a Crowded
House!) and Delainie actually worked up here for a summer before
starting at UVic. She’s now finishing her degree at Capilano, with
a year left. Mary-Lou’s oldest son, Jake, made the decision to get
out of the Ontario ratrace, and moved out here two years ago. He’s
now doing his Forestry schooling at Selkirk College in Castlegar.
Zach is finishing his BSc. at UBC, and has found success as a
Horticulturist in West and North Vancouver, operating his own
small business.
My work with the Resort has been great. Quite a change from
Harbour life, but never a dull moment! We’ve experienced
significant growth, with $3.5 million in capital projects this year,
and there doesn’t seem to be any slowing down. A couple of new lifts over the next two years, and some new buildings, as
well. It’s an exciting time to be here.
The decision to sell Austin this past fall, was a very difficult one. For us, she was the perfect yacht, and
she gave us many good times in comfort and safety. But, she never left the dock from Labour Day 2016
to Labour Day 2017. I used to chastise owners who allowed a fine vessel to sit disused, dirty and forgotten
at the dock. I couldn’t allow us to be in that category. Thankfully, our last cruise on her was a GYC
rendezvous, and we had my kids along. The memories will always be there.
We plan on making Sun Peaks our retirement home, and we’d love to see any of you who might be
headed this way. The skiing’s great!! All of our love and best wishes to you all in 2018, and beyond.
Art
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GYC Recommended Anchorages
Finnerty Islands

This wilderness anchorage comes to us recommended by the
Vandergaags – a small un-named cove in the Finnerty
Islands just off the western side of Lasqueti.
This was an anchorage ‘new to us’ a couple of years ago that we quite enjoyed.
It’s a small un-named cove in the Finnerty Islands just off the end of Lasqueti.
Essentially a one-boat cove although a small raft could easily be set up here.
But it’s small enough that if you get it first it’s unlikely someone you don’t
know would try to join you.
It was a pleasant, but subdued day, quite calm and gray. We easily slipped
around the rocks guarding the entrance and poked about ‘plumbing’ the
depths. We ended up in about 30 feet of water, just off the bluff with a line
ashore. We would have been well sheltered from any wind except perhaps a
Qualicum, but may get some reflected waves if things seriously blew up. I
love the pastel shades of the photos that day, very ‘west coast’, I think. This
was a mild August day, not raining, but not clear and sunny, as you can see.
This is a real nice
kayaking spot, as
seen in the photos,
with plenty of tidal
channels and pools
and pockets to
explore, especially at high tide. Eleanor and I explored these islets as the
sky began to clear and the late sun peaked through.
Earlier, as I was exploring ashore and taking these shots, I saw two
buddy-boating
powerboats head
towards us and
thought ‘oh no’…
but the leading boat nosed up to the point where I was standing, and asked
if we were there for the night. I said we were, and would be leaving in the
morning. They said ‘thanks, we’ll be back tomorrow’… and left us to
ourselves.
Morning dawned with clear skies and a gentle west wind, after breakfast
we nosed back out, set sail and had a delightful easy run up to Tribune Bay
were we joined our son and his family for a few wonderful days in sun and
sandy beaches.
Official Publication of the Gulf Yacht Club, Maritime Museum, 1905 Ogden Ave., Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1A3
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Photo Contest Winners
This year, our then Vice Commodore Lorraine de la Morandière mixed things up a bit, deciding not to create
categories for the Photo Contest and just see what would happen. Everyone had to send in their photos
electronically which she printed, all the same size, and mounted them in four fairly random groups. This made
voting quite tricky and took some critical thinking.
Scattered about the newsletter, are the winning photos, first and second place photos won applause and a gift
voucher. Congratulations to all the winners and thanks to Lorraine who had to wrestle with the images (and the
photographers who made them).

Winner of Group A

Chuck Spong
The Old Overturned Dinghy
was shot in Newfoundland on
an across-country trip to
discover Canada. The dinghy
was laying adjacent to some
long-abandoned fish-drying
racks on the coast of
Newfoundland on the way to
Long Point, Bonavista.
Newfoundland was an
amazing delightful discovery
for me. While it is rugged and
sometimes barren, it is truly
eye candy for photographers
and lovers of the sea.
Newfoundland should be on
any person's bucket list of
places to see in the world but
especially for Canadians.
The cropped photo was shot
on a Nikon D70s, F4.5,
1/100sec, ISO 400.

Runner-up
Andreas Truckenbrodt
The photo was taken on May 22, 2017 on the
return from the Victoria Day Thetis Cruise.
Mount Baker looms large behind the ferry,
Coastal Renaissance, on its run from Duke Point
to Tsawwassen. We had not long come out into
the strait via Gabriola Pass!
The camera is (was) my trusted Nikon D3100
(which unfortunately was stolen a few weeks
ago).
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Winner of Group B

Runner-up
Martin Pengelly
Engine Install in Comox
Rod was in Desolation Sound when his engine started
to give him problems; when he arrived at Comox it
finally gave up. It was quite obvious that the engine had
sustained internal damage and the decision was made
to replace it. He was able to get a new engine delivered
relatively quickly. We were in Comox for the music
festival and stayed on to help Rod as much as possible.
The location was perfect as they had a crane there that
was ideal for the purpose. We took Saw Lee Ah around
the breakwater using my dinghy strapped to his boat
and despite some ineptness on my part we got it there
safely.
The photo shows the new engine being lowered down.
I imagine Rod was quite nervous as I was at the controls
on the crane.
In the end all went well, not an easy job getting the old
engine ready to come out and the new one in.

Terry Dixon
Fintan Overboard!
My photo is of my 16 year old nephew, Fintan, doing
a sideways flip off the deck of Tantramar during our
annual family sailing day in late August.
We had anchored in Manion Bay on Bowen Island for
lunch and a swim. Fintan tossed himself off the deck
with very little warning so it was a miracle the photo
is in focus and he is in the centre of it.
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Winner of Group C
Suzanne Walker
Sunset from Madeira Park was taken
at the end of a long frustrating day –
our new engine conked out as we were
headed down Malaspina Channel. It
had been having starting problems –
again! – and I was ready to pack in the
whole sailing thing. Bobbing up and
down in the middle of the channel with
dusk approaching, Miles took out one
of the two fuel filters and the engine
burst happily back into life. We got the
anchor down in Garden Bay Marine
Park just as the sun was going down
and I got this series of shots starting at
8:14:19 precisely. In the morning Miles
managed to buy and install a new fuel
filter and we set off in smoke so thick
we couldn’t see across to Texada.

Runner-up
Same again…
Tantramar on a Smokey Morning. At the beginning of
August we were enjoying some quiet, if foggy, days in
Isabel Bay with old sailing friends when we managed to
get a reservation at the Laughing Oyster. None of us had
been there for years and I have to say it lived up to all our
rose-coloured memories: great food in a great setting. After
gorging ourselves at the Seafood Buffet (only on
Wednesdays apparently) we bumped into John Dixon on
Tantramar going up the hill to the restaurant. We agreed to
hook up the next day back in Isabel Bay. On the morning of
the Squirrel Cove rendezvous John left fairly early: the sun
was up, the water glassy, not a breath of wind. The smoke
turns everything other-worldly and strangely beautiful.
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Winner of Group D

Chuck Spong
Reflections in a Duck Pond was shot on a shore-side walk of False Creek in Hinge Park, located just west of the
Olympic Village. The ducks were swimming in the pond and the reflection of the apartment tower in the water was
being gently morphed by the wave action of the ducks in the pond. The untouched photo was shot with a Samsung
Galaxy S4 cell phone.

Runner-up
Lorraine de la Morandière
The picture of the eagle was taken at
Thetis Island. There are often eagles flying
at Telegraph Harbour. In this instance, two
landed on the dead branches of an
evergreen north west of the Harbour
Store. I wandered over hoping to get a
good, clear shot.
While it was not its most majestic side, the
detail of its talons and wispy breast
feathers are more visible. I also liked its
stern look as it kept a watchful eye for a
potential seafood lunch.
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Dr. Doug Barnett, a much loved longstanding GYC member and supporter,
has finished his final watch. June 19, 1929-Dec. 21, 2017
With sadness but gratitude for a life well lived we announce the passing of Robert
Douglas Barnett of West Vancouver.
Doug was born in 1929 in Winnipeg, moving with
his family to Kitchener, Montreal, Halifax and
finally Vancouver in 1945. He graduated from
UBC's Faculty of Medicine in 1956, the third
medical school class to graduate from UBC, and
then had a general practice in Burnaby until 1994.
He didn’t retire from medicine, though, and
assisted surgeries until 2016.
A life-long skier and dedicated sailor, Doug loved to show
people around Whistler or how to navigate around Point
Atkinson. He was a past president of the Whistler Mountain
Ski Club as well as an active member of the Gulf Yacht Club and
Royal Vancouver Yacht Club. His passion for B.C.'s coast was only
matched by his enthusiasm for aviation and Canada's north.

Thoughts about Dr. Doug by Phill and Nancy Little
We were introduced to Iris, Doug and the boys in Desolation Sound through other club members, Lou and Colleen
Zink. Doug introduced many sailors to the Gulf Yacht Club over the years – he was always friendly and reached
out to new folks that he met on the water – Doug and Iris were gracious hosts.
He really believed that the GYC had everything that anyone would want when
sailing on this coast.
Doug was ever ‘the club doctor’: he diagnosed broken ankles, broken legs,
wasp bite infections, small heart attacks and sore backs. In fact, Phill suffered
from a bad back for many years and once walked into Doug’s office in desperate
pain. After Doug examined him, Phill couldn’t even stand up! Doug called the
ambulance and got Phill a ride to Burnaby General. Doug always said Phill was
the only patient that walked into his office and left on a stretcher. Very bad for
business!
And he was a passionate doctor. In the 1990’s there was a new direction in
doctor protocol that suggested doctors would have ‘clients’ and not ‘patients’.
This didn’t suit Dr. Doug at all. He was all about having healthy relationships with his ‘patients’ and their families.
Well prepared for all accidents on the boat, Doug had a very complete medicine
kit on board and he would generously hand out samples of whatever was needed
to fix the problem and keep everyone traveling on the boat for the summer. He,
himself, didn’t believe in taking the typical medications: he had is own ideas of
what was best for him – preferring the more ‘natural’ cure of a good, single malt
scotch. It satisfied him until the very end.
I think Doug would have agreed with these comforting words from Oliver
Wendell Holmes Sr. :
I find that the great thing in this world is not so much where we stand as in what
direction we are moving. To reach the port of heaven we must sail sometimes with the
wind and sometimes against it – but we must sail and not drift, nor be at anchor.
You will be missed, Dr. Doug.
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Fleet Captain’s Report

Shakedown Cruise
Snug Cove, Bowen Island

March 9, 10, 11
SHAKEDOWN with
hosts Liz and Klaus Reiniger. We have
booked the Summer Cabin including the Basement Suite for the nights of
March 9th and 10th since we have to book for two nights. The plan for people who are arriving Friday
evening is to congregate in the cabin for appies and happy hour at 5:30. For dinner you are on your own.

Klaus Reiniger,
Fleet Captain
S/V Moondance

Saturday:
Saturday morning for breakfast you are on your own. Once again Saturday afternoon we will gather at the Summer Cottage
around 4:30 pm for appies and happy hour, this is followed by around 6:30 pm for a potluck dinner, which is followed by our
famous Boat Building Competition for which materials will be provided. If a game is desired, we ask for a volunteer to
organize this, a possible time would be 5:30 pm.

Sunday:
Sunday morning, there will be our usual Champagne
Breakfast at 9:30, but in the absence of Chris and
Ragnar, it will be coordinated by Suzanne in
collaboration with Liz, Dar and Jane. Volunteers are
requested for cleanup. This will be followed by Boat
Racing and the trophy presentation.

Important Note:
Attendees need to make their own moorage
reservations as soon as practical for their desired
moorage dates. Call 604 947 0707. Don’t delay!!!!
Please bring your own beverages and appies. Please bring your own dishes, cutlery, coffee mugs and glasses
as well as serving utensils for your potluck dish.
Breakfast on Sunday morning is all provided, as is coffee (and champagne and orange juice!).

Please contact Klaus Reiniger 604 980 6493 if you are attending
indicating the # of people so that we can plan properly for breakfast.
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Fleet Captain’s Report #2

Easter Cruise
Ladysmith
March 30-April 1
The EASTER CRUISE
needs a host! Please call me if you are
able to help make this cruise a great success. The rendezvous takes place at
the Ladysmith Community Marina which is operated by Ladysmith Maritime Society. It is the first
marina you come to on the port side) and their phone number is 250 245 1146.

Good Friday:
Some of you may be planning on going straight to
Ladysmith on the Friday, but others may stay at
other locations (to be determined depending on
consensus).
0430 Hrs • Happy Hour on the deck of the marina

Klaus Reiniger,
Fleet Captain
S/V Moondance

Saturday:

First marina
as you enter
the harbour.

Most probably will arrive on Saturday morning. Saturday at noon we will
have a hot dog lunch on the dock as we have rented the dock barbecues for
that purpose. Hot dogs, Buns and salad will be provided.
1200 Hrs • BBQ Hotdog Lunch on the deck of the marina
1800 Hrs • Potluck Dinner in the upstairs room at the marina: there is NO
OVEN so all food must be prepared aboard your boat.
Bring EITHER a main dish OR a salad and dessert.

Sunday:
Please make you moorage
reservations as soon as possible.
Phone 250 245 1146.
Our SAILPAST is still a long time off
(April 28, 29) but reservations at USSC
Marina (Union Steamship Company)
should be made as soon as possible
604 947 0707.
The Fleet captain has already booked his
reservations through to New Year’s
just to be on the safe side.

0900 Hrs • Coffee and sweets on the dock of the marina
1000 Hrs • Easter Bonnet Parade and Easter Egg Hunt.
Remember to bring your easter ‘bonnets’ and everyone is
invited to join in the fun (girls AND boys)!
To Be Decided: • An outing to Bruce and Adele’s and Graham and Lynn’s
is being talked about but is yet to be confirmed.
• Dinner will be going out to a restaurant. Suggestions
would be appreciated.

Monday:
• Departure

Please bring your own beverages, coffee mugs, plates and cutlery, potluck
offering and favourite appies.
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General Meetings
begin at 7:30 pm

Executive Meetings
begin at 7:30 pm

GYC Cruise and Meeting Schedule 2018
Month

Cruise
Dates

January 2018

Event and
Cruise Location

General
Meeting
MONDAYS

AGM and GM

Jan 8

February
March
March/April

Feb 12
9-10-11
Mar 30/Apr 1

SHAKEDOWN CRUISE:
Snug Cove

Mar 12

EASTER CRUISE:
Ladysmith

Apr 9

April

28-29

SAILPAST: Snug Cove

May

19-21

VICTORIA DAY CRUISE:
Telegraph Cove, Thetis Island

* May 14
Pub Night TBA

June

8-10

SUMMER CRUISE:
Port Graves to Plumper Cove

June 11
Special Gen Mtg

June 30/July 2

CANADA DAY CRUISE:
Smuggler Cove

August

3-5

BC DAY CRUISE:
Comox (Northern); Montague (Southern)

September

1-3

LABOUR DAY CRUISE:
Newcastle Island

September

28-30

FALL CRUISE:
Port Graves to Gibsons

June/July

October
November

** Oct 1
17

December
31
January 2019

* Sept 10
Pub Night TBA

AWARDS DINNER DANCE: RVYC

Nov 12

CHRISTMAS SING-ALONG

Dec 10

NEW YEAR’S CRUISE:
Snug Cove
AGM and GM

Jan 14

*Pub Night
** Denotes General Meeting on First Monday of the Month
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GULF SAILOR
Minutes

of the General Meeting,
January 8, 2018

The meeting was called to order at
20:17 hrs by Commodore Dixon.
The Minutes of the previous
meeting were accepted by Andreas Truckenbrodt and
seconded by Miles Walker.
Business arising from the Minutes of the previous
Meeting
• None identified.
REPORTS OF OFFICERS:
Executive Officer –
• Pat reported that there were 45 members in
attendance.
• She introduced a new member, Karen Steichele who
sails a Catalina 30 called Tamasha moored at Burrard
Civic Marina. Karen is an avid sailor and was given a
warm welcome.
Treasurer –
• No report.
Secretary –
• No report.
Fleet Captain –
• He and Liz were the only boat at Snug Cove for New
Years – encouraged others to come next year.
Staff Captain –
• Asked for input for presentations at the meetings.
• Nick Palmer to present in February.
Vice Commodore –
• Mark your calendars!!! Date for the Annual Awards
Dinner and Dance set for November 17, 2018.
Past Commodore –
• No report.
Hon. Signals Officer –
• No report.
Gulf Sailor Editor –
• Send her info to print in the Newsletter! She is always
looking for copy.
Council of BC Yacht Clubs –
• No report.
Commodore –
• New GYC brochures are in the works
• First cruise of the season is Shakedown – date moved a
week earlier to March 10, 11, 2018 at Snug Cove. Make
your reservations early.
• The September pub night had been changed to a
meeting and the pub night to October. That will be
reconsidered and more than likely changed back.
Business Arising from the Reports –
None identified.
CLU B

Executive Officers Present:
Commodore
John Dixon
Vice-Commodore
Dar Farrell
Fleet Captain
Klaus Reiniger
Staff Captain
George Bamford
Hon. Secretary
Chris Stangroom
Hon. Treasurer
Chuck Spong
Executive Officer
Pat Costa
Signals Officer
Martin Pengelly
Past Commodore
Andreas Truckenbrodt
Absent:

New Business –
• Kellay reported that we collected $310 for the food
bank at the December sing-along.
• A thank you letter has been received from the Disabled
Sailing Association for our contribution in 2017. The
money comes from the hard work of selling 50/50
tickets at the rendezvous, so thanks to all who
participate!
• Ken gave information on three Blue Water Cruising
presentations coming Jan.26, Feb. 9, and March 9. For
details go to www.bluewatercruising.org.
• The Societies Act is changing this year. You can visit the
GYC website and go to “history” to read our
constitution. A Special General Meeting will be
scheduled to apprise members of the changes that are
necessary.
• Suzanne introduced the idea of a “Mystery Cruise”. We
will work on the logistics for the future.
Motion to Adjourn by Andreas
Truckenbrodt, seconded by Martin
Pengelly.
Meeting adjourned at 21:00 hrs.
Minutes prepared and respectfully
submitted by Honorary Secretary,
Chris Stangroom, S/V Christie Cove
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Business arising from the Minutes of the previous AGM 2017
• None identified.

H

The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were
accepted by Miles Walker and seconded by Dorothy Stauffer.

Executive Officers Present:
Commodore
Andreas Truckenbrodt
Vice-Commodore
Lorraine de la Morandière
Fleet Captain
Cathie West
Hon. Secretary
Elizabeth Reiniger
Hon. Treasurer
Chuck Spong
Executive Officer
Pat Costa
Staff Captain
John Dixon
Past Commodore
Ken Buckley

of the Annual General Meeting,
January 8, 2018
CLU B

The meeting was called to order at
19:35 hrs by Commodore Truckenbrodt.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS:
Executive Officer –
• Pat reported 44 members in attendance.
• Average attendance at meetings last year was 38. Trophies
and awards were presented at the dinner dance. The GYC
burgees now cost $26 plus tax and are of better quality. New
members’ fees have been raised to reflect this.
• Books that have been around for three meetings will be
disposed of.
Treasurer –

• Chuck reported the following, as of December 31,
2017:
$ 9,028
Current bank balance
$ -3,758
Cheques outstanding
$ 5,270
Reconciled Chequing account balance
$ 4,040
GIC savings
$ 9,310
Total cash and savings
• $492 in donations to Disabled Sailors in 2017
Secretary –
• We had nine new members this year.
• It was suggested at the executive meeting that we change
the Sept meeting to a regular one and have the Pub night in
October so that we could attend to mail that comes in over
the summer. Lorraine will check the mail every other week.
Fleet Captain –
• We had nine rendezvous this past year. Cathie thanked
everyone for all their help.
Staff Captain –
• We had eight meetings and two Pub nights.
• John looked into alterative venues for meetings but
concluded that we have a good deal at the Maritime
Museum and will remain here.
Vice Commodore –
• Lorraine encouraged people to volunteer and get involved in
the executive of the club. She has (wo)manned the Loonie
Bar and worked on the dinner dance.
Past Commodore –
• A plaque was presented to Al Crowe as a senior member.
• Ken reminded members to pay their dues of $150.00
• He commented that he has been on the executive for six
years and it has really helped him to learn about the
members and the club.
Gulf Sailor Editor –
• Main report in the Gulf Sailor
• She pleaded for more articles from the ladies. She also wants
to have a series on favorite anchorages and several people
volunteered.
Council of BC Yacht Clubs – No report.

Commodore –
• Actions from the strategy committee’s recommendations
have been implemented. This includes the Club’s Facebook
page. Andreas said we have had great presentations, great
turnout for nights and cruises and an excellent awards
dinner. He praised Ken’s reports from the Archives and
thanked all members, the volunteers and the Executive.
Business Arising from the Reports –
None identified.
NEW BUSINESS:
• Election of Officers: Ken announced the proposed slate of
officers for 2016 is:
Commodore:
John Dixon
Vice Commodore:
Dar Farrell
Fleet Captain:
Klaus Reiniger
Staff Captain:
George Bamford
Executive Officer:
Pat Costa
Hon. Secretary:
Chris Stangroom
Hon. Treasurer:
Chuck Spong
Past Commodore:
Andreas Truckenbrodt
Commodore Truckenbrodt deemed this slate of Officers elected
by acclamation.
• The incoming executive was introduced and invited to come
forward.
Motion to Adjourn by Dorothy
Stauffer.
Meeting adjourned at 20:15 hrs.
Minutes prepared and respectfully
submitted by Honorary Secretary Liz
Reiniger, S/V Moondance.
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