T

GU

YA C
H

June 2018

LF

Volume 19 Issue 7

GULF
SAILOR
CRUISING UNDER SAIL
CLU B

Thanks to Larry, Toolik, who took this shot of us all snugged up in Telegraph Cove Marina.

Victoria Day behind us; Canada Day to come.

JUNE 11

You would think that White Wolf’s almost new engine could do
no wrong, but you’d be wrong! Just a few miles from home it
stalled. We checked the filter, bled it, did this and that to it, all to
no avail. There was no wind either so we just drifted on the tide
towards Snug Cove and almost drifted right into the path of the
ferry before C-Tow arrived to take us in.

Tugs!

This time it was clogged fuel lines (we’d had the fuel tank polished but
hadn’t replaced them). Turns out that the biocide we faithfully add with
every fill-up aggravates the problem of bio-film buildup by solidfying
it into a solid grit-like material which lies on the bottom of the tank.
Then every time you fill up, you disturb the grit which then finds it’s way
into the fuel lines and accumulates there like plaque in an artery. One day:
everything is toodling along fine when suddenly wham! a blockage and your
engine has a heart attack. It’s now in recovery mode but requires a right angle
joint replacement (which is in the mail). More soon.
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Make sure you attend the Monday meeting where we will be voting on the changes
to our constitution and bylaws. Andreas’s explains what and why – check it out.
Our Victoria Day rendezvous at Thetis was a great success, its every laugh and olé
documented in lots of photos, and recounted by Terry Dixon.
Doug MacLeod goes deep into club history in his interview of
YA C
Phill Little. The GYC was formed in a different time and
LF
place and boats were simpler and smaller. The club has
come a long way from its quite humble beginnings – an
inspiration in itself.
And Klaus gives us the order of play for our Canada Day
Cruise and calls for volunteers for the north and south
rendezvous
in deep summer. Please apply.
C

LU B

Suzanne Walker, Editor S/V White Wolf

Who doesn’t love tugs?
I fondly remember reading all
about Little Toot who saved an
ocean liner in a nasty storm and
became a hero! Children today
get to know Timmy the West
Coast Tug – and he’s a local!
Our next presentation will be
all about tugs: what they do,
how they do it, who drives
them, the perils they face.
Continued p.2 Staff Captain’s Report
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Staff Captain’s Report
Tony Poole, ASD Tugmaster: All about Tugs
Our presenter tonight is Tony Poole
who has been in the marine industry for
almost 25 years, and employed with
Seaspan for the last 23 years.
Tony started as a deckhand on coastal
vessels, moved to the Fraser River and
Vancouver Harbour Division vessels,
and went on to attain his Master 500T
and Watchkeeping Mate certificate in
2004. He is currently posted and employed on the Seaspan Raven as Master,
one of Seaspan’s largest ship docking
and escort tugs.

George Bamford,
Staff Captain,
S/V Hypatia

For those unfamiliar with Little Toot he is a naughty
young tugboat who does not want to tug – he'd
rather make figure eights in the harbour and bother
all the other tugboats. But when he ends up all alone
out in open waters as a storm is rolling in, it’s up to
him to save a stuck ocean liner.
While this might not be the exact basis of the presentation we’ll be hearing about on Monday from
Tony, I’m sure it’ll share some of the same elements:
excitement, drama, challenge, bad weather, but in
the end, success despite the odds.
Make sure you’re there on time by 7:30 as Tony is
going to be giving his presentation before we have
the General Meeting.

Naida’s Most Amazing Feature
Anne and Ken’s new boat, Naida, has THE MOST AMAZING (and
surprising) feature any boat could EVER have (just about). Naida has…

a secret, hidden BROOM CLOSET! With a full length mirror!
Beats the outside-the-galley garbage shute if you ask me.
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icers 2018
Executive Off

Commodore’s Report

We had an excellent turnout for the Mexican Fiesta at Thetis Island over the
Victoria Day long weekend with 27 boats attending. This is over 50% of the fleet.
The Summer Cruise (Port Graves to Plumper Cove) is coming up on June 8th but
I am not able to attend.
Immediately following this event is our Special General Meeting on June 11th
at the Maritime Museum. This is an important meeting as we will need to vote
to adopt some changes to our Constitution and By-Laws. These changes are
being imposed on us by the Societies Act and we must comply. Information
regarding this is elsewhere in this newsletter.
This meeting will be our last one until October 1st and in between are some
great GYC events. There is the Canada Day Cruise to Smuggler Cove, the BC
Day Cruise to either Montague Harbour or Comox (Filberg Festival), the
Labour Day Cruise to Newcastle Island, Pub Night in False Creek (come by
boat) and the Fall Cruise at the end of September. Hope to see lots of boats at
r
ke
al
•••••••
W
Suzanne
Hon. Editor:
these events and other places as well.
White Wolf
l.ca
dandg@porta
In this report I always try and to include something
other than club business. This month it has to do with
the flares we are required to carry on our boats. I firmly believe that if there is some
emergency on Tantramar and assistance is required I will call for help on my VHF radio or use
my mobile phone. Both of these communication links have proven to be reliable and can easily
relay my position. Probably the last thing I would think of using would be flares. Furthermore,
I am not aware of anyone in need of assistance that was actually aided because they shot off a
flare. It certainly didn’t help those on the Titanic. Technology evolves and in my opinion flares
for the type of cruising we do should no longer be required. For the price of flares (about $200.00
every 4 years) you could get a new or additional radio and of course there is always the problem
of disposal after the flares age out. I am not suggesting we ignore the DOT regulation to be so John Dixon, Commodore,
S/V Tantramar
equipped but I for one intend on contacting these folks and offering up my opinion.
John Dixon
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Commodore:

Report from our Council of BC Yacht Clubs Rep
The good work of the BC Marine Parks Forever Society continues. More than a
hundred new stern tie pins are ready to be put in place in Desolation Sound.
Last month, May 16th, I was in Powell River and spotted
this bristol yacht at the government dock. The name, the
colour, all it’s missing is a bit of fancy sunbrella. Hahaha
Anyway, the real reason the president of BC Marine Parks
Forever Society, another director and I were in Powell
River, was to go over the locations of the 102 new stern tie
pins proposed for Desolation Sound. At one time we had
three park rangers in the meeting with us along with the
Stewart Murray
contractor.
S/V Arbutus Cove
We just have to draw up an agreement and get it signed by both parties before the
contractor can get to work – he is ready to go at a moment’s notice as all the materials are in Powell River. The first location
out of Powell River will be the Copeland Islands followed by the other locations including Laura Cove, Walsh Cove, Teakerne
Arm, Small Inlet, Grace Harbour, and more. And if the contractor comes across an old pin that looks questionable, he can
replace it at his own discretion.
Good for us and good for Desolation.
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New Constitution and By-Laws
A new BC Societies Act came into effect on November 2016. We have to modify our
existing constitution and by-laws to be in compliance. This is what we suggest:
The Executive will be presenting the new Constitution and By-Laws to vote as a Special Resolution
at the General Meeting on June 11, 2018. This document explains the background, the suggested
modifications and the process. The attached document (separate from the newsletter) lays out the
new and old constitution/by-laws in a line-by-line comparison. See below for a sample page.

Why do we need to change constitution and by-laws?
A new BC Societies Act came into effect on November 28, 2016. All societies are required to modify
their existing constitution and by-laws to comply with the new act and register it by November 28,
2018.

Andreas Truckenbrodt,
Past Commodore,
S/V Beautiful Day

What are the required changes?
Besides the requirement for electronic filing, the new constitution can only have statements about the name, purpose
and type of society. All other provisions like location and composition of the club have to be moved to the by-laws.
Name and purpose of the club remain unchanged.
The type of society will be a “member-funded society”: A member-funded society is a society that is funded primarily
by its members to carry on activities for the benefit of its members. Member-funded societies are allowed to distribute
assets to their members if the society winds up. As well, the Societies Act makes them subject to fewer accountability
measures than other societies. For example, they need only have one director and are not required to make their financial
information publicly available.

Other changes
In addition to these required changes, we’ve made minor changes to the language of the by-laws, made a few clarifying
additions and added the position of Honorary Signals Officer. Please find the details in the attached comparison
document. The changes are highlighted in red.
Please note that the composition of the club (“yacht owners”, “piloting a cruising sailing yacht across the Strait of Georgia”
as entry condition) is now section 28 of the by-laws. Unalterable bylaws are not allowed under the new act and therefore
this provision has now become alterable. A change would require a ¾ majority vote passed by a special resolution.

Process
1. Vote on a special resolution to adopt the new constitution and by-laws. This includes the vote on the wish to be a
member-funded society as well as the small changes as suggested.
2. Electronic filing of the new constitution and by-laws with BC Corporate Registry before November 28, 2018.

GULF YACHT CLUB

This is a reduced version of the first page of the 23 page document
attached with this newsletter. All changes are highlighted in red as
you can see here.
Just double click the pdf in your email named:

2018 version (New Societies Act)

2013 version

THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF
THE GULF YACHT CLUB

THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF
THE GULF YACHT CLUB

SOCIETIES ACTOF BRITISH COLUMBIA
[SBC 2015]CHAPTER 18

SOCIETIES ACT
REVISED STATUTES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 1960

CONSTITUTION

CONSTITUTION

1. The name of the society is GULF YACHT CLUB.

1.

Wherever the expression "Club" occurs in these By-Laws, it means
Gulf Yacht Club.

The name of the society is GULF YACHT CLUB.
Wherever the expression "Club" occurs in these By-Laws it means
Gulf Yacht Club.

2. Purposes of the Club

2.

Objects of the Club

GYC Constitution and Bylaws comparison 10-5_18.pdf

The Purposes of the Club are:

The Objects of the Club are:

a) The development and encouragement of cruising under sail

a)

and use your magnifying glass to zoom up if you want larger type.

b) The promotion of fellowship and good seamanship

b)

The promotion of fellowship and good seamanship

c) The cultivation of an appreciation of the cruising advantages of
the waters of British Columbia.

c)

The cultivation of an appreciation of the cruising advantages of
the waters of British Columbia.

3. Member-funded society

The development and encouragement of cruising under sail

(Note: The new section describing the type of society is a
requirement of the Societies Act)

The Club is a member
-funded society. It is funded primar

1
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Fleet Captain’s Reminder

Canada Day Cruise
Smuggler Cove
June 30th-July 2nd
Smuggler
Cove
June 30th –July 2nd
Canada Day this year is Sunday July 1st, and the cruise to Smugglers is scheduled for June 30th
through July 2nd. This is one of the highlight cruises of the year in a beautiful location. Groceries and
fuel are available at Secret Cove which is just a few minutes away by dinghy. This is also a good
location for those of you that bring kayaks.
Boats will gather Saturday, June 30th at Smugglers and we will have our traditional raft up on the
northwest wall just past the entrance. Boats will anchor and stern tie to create the raft. Watching the
boats position themselves for the raft up is entertaining in itself and it is worth getting there early.
Bring an appie to be shared ashore Saturday night for happy hour at 5pm on the rocks you stern tie
Klaus Reiniger,
Fleet Captain
to. For dinner you are on your own to BBQ on your boat or alternately at the appie site, bring your own
S/V Moondance
portable BBQ if you have one. In general there are usually enough BBQs for everyone to use.
The second night, Sunday, we will be having appies and BBQing at the same location followed by a dingy raft to watch
the sunset. The dingy and kayak excursion probably also will happen on Sunday evening depending on weather conditions.
The cruise terminates on Monday morning with people heading home or, for some, this is the starting point for extended
cruising further north. See you there.

NEWBIES
PLEASE NOTE:
The raft forms on the left
after you pass the
notorious rock in the
entrance and enter the
cove. Boats will be there
early to scare away
interlopers and help
you tie up.

BC Day Cruise:
Montague (S) or Comox(N) for the Filberg festival.
Friday to Sunday August 3-5. We are looking for Hosts for the Montague contingent.

Labour Day Cruise: Newcastle Island, September 1-3
Saturday to Monday September 1-3. We are looking for volunteer Hosts for Newcastle.
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Victoria Day Cruise: #1 Crossing the Strait
The flotilla began at 9am at the Bell Buoy off English Bay. Beautiful Day, Christie Cove and Moondance started
the procession. Following not far behind was Koinonia and further back, Forever Young.
We had an easy motor, flat sea and sunshine but there
was lots of debris to avoid. After Porlier Pass, we
finally had some wind and sailed into Clam Bay.
Tantramar and Toolik were already anchored and over
the course of the afternoon we were joined by
Windstrel, Kerrisma, Boqueron, Willpower, White Wolf
and Sea Vixen.

Liz Reiniger,
S/V Moondance

Victoria Day: #2 Telegraph Marina Festivities
Terry picks up the story: By 1700 on Friday May 18, 13 GYC boats were anchored in
Clam Bay for the unofficial start of the Victoria Day cruise.
With the extreme low tides we were treated to quite an eagle show with juveniles and adults gathering
on the exposed mud flats and in the trees. Although calm during the day, a chilly 10 knot SE breeze blew
through the anchorage in the afternoon and evening but that didn’t stop 24 GYC members from balancing
drinks and appies in their dinghies to tie up for happy hour on Beautiful Day. This was a record number
of guests on Andreas’ boat, surpassing the 18 GYC members who happy-houred on board in Clam Bay
a few years ago. Gusts and lulls continued into the late evening but calmed over night.

Terry Dixon,
S/V Tantramar

Once we were all back on our own boats after appies, a young man (far right) paddled from boat to boat in his hand hewn canoe offering carvings for sale.
He said he was trying to raise some money so he could take his girlfriend out for a birthday celebration in Victoria.

GYC Boats attending
An Affair, Transition, Rogue Wave, Taeko IV, Demara, Contender, Perspective, Kailani, Kewao, Simply Dreaming, Tantramar, Beautiful
Day, Boqueron, Charabanc, Forever Young, Graylin, Hypatia, Kerrisma, Koinonia, Moondance, Sea Vixen, Toolik, White Wolf, Willpower,
Windstrel, Christie Cove, and Kwinnum.
Ron and Eleanor Vandergaag (Fast Forward), having moved to Thetis Island just days before, attended by car as their boat
has not yet made the move to the island. GYC alumni, Dawn and Tom Douthwaite (Bramble) voyaged through the cut by
dinghy from Clam Bay to have a visit with us on Saturday.
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Saturday May 19
We awoke to a cool, cloudy morning with a spattering of rain
followed by a few misty hours. With no cell service, several of us
were sorry to miss the Royal Wedding coverage, relying on CBC
radio reports of the event instead. As previously agreed, at 1000
most of the fleet up-anchored for the short trip to Telegraph
Harbour Marina arriving around noon to a sunny day.

Beautiful Day and Koinonia sailing to Telegraph Marina in a dying breeze. We
passed through a thick, bright orange algal bloom. What is that? we wondered.

Orange Algal Bloom Streaks Local Waters
By Elizabeth Nolan Last updated May 2, 2018
An algae species called Noctiluca scintillans is making a
splash on coastal waters, with a thick orange slick that can resemble
oil paint creating a striking contrast to the dark green sea.
Elysha Gordon, shellfish sanitation program coordinator for
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, confirmed the event is due to the
nontoxic species and not of the type that can cause shellfish
poisoning, commonly known as red tide. (My emphasis, Ed.)
“I’ve been receiving photos for the last week or two from Salt
Spring and other places,” Gordon said, noting blooms have been
seen from Powell River to Maple Bay.
Plankton specialist Nicky Haigh, who is based in Salt Spring and
Nanaimo, runs the Harmful Algae Monitoring Program for the B.C.
salmon farming industry through her company Microthalassia.
Noctiluca scintillans algae in Stuart Channel
Haigh explained the bright orange algae appears following the
as seen from Mount Erskine.
spring diatom bloom, because it feeds on the diatoms. The timing
can shift but tends to happen near the end of April or beginning of
May. The bloom is visible both during the day and at night.
For more on this story, see the May 2, 2018 issue of the Gulf Islands Driftwood newspaper.

Wine Tasting. The first event of the weekend was Wine Tasting at 1600 hrs
morphing into a very happy Happy Hour (or longer).

As in past tastings, the wine was concealed in
brown paper bags which Cristina and Andreas had
collected and named in keeping with our Mexican
Fiesta theme for the weekend.
Some of us could only tell the difference between
white and red, but that was good enough to
thoroughly enjoy the tasting.

Prizes for the wine tasting contest were
awarded at the Sunday BBQ with
Tantramar narrowly beating out Toolik
in a show-down for most correct
responses and Tom Shenton (Kewao)
providing the most popular wine.
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Andy and His One-man Band got dancing going on the patio in the evening. Although our weekend agenda indicated he was
playing from 1900-2100, it was certainly closer to 2200 before folks headed back to their boats.

This year we in the audience enjoyed watching folks jiving, twisting (Miles practically crippled himself), line dancing (hats off to Tom and Janette), and
even doggie dancing (see Graham amusing Larry above). Andy was in fine form and kept everyone entertained until well after sunset.

Sunday May 20
At 0900 we mustered on the
dock in the sun for complementary baked goods and
“bring your own coffee”.
Following that, several ad
hoc groups headed off for a
walk while boat projects and
mast inspections were com-

pleted at the dock. Chris and Ragnar
(Christie Cove) and their team of grillmasters cooked up a hot-dog lunch at noon
complete with sombreros-as-chip-containers
in keeping with the day’s Mexican theme.

I love this shot from the top of the mast taken by Larry pausing during
a mast inspection looking down at Phill and Chuck.
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Games Day at the Fiesta
Fender Toss
The games kicked-off at 1330 beginning with the fender toss.
On the men’s side, Doug Macleod
(Willpower) won yet again defending
a previous title and perpetuating a
family legacy that also includes
wellington boots. Sally Christie
(Taeko IV) took the womens’ category.

Paper Airplane Toss
For a while it looked like the paper
airplane challenge would have to be
scuttled as the paper for the planes
was on board Ken and Anne’s Naida
which was unable to attend at the
last minute. Marilyn Shenton
(Kewao) came to the rescue,
managing to locate paper and
organize the event on short notice. Chuck Spong’s (Windstrel) bullet plane sailed across the field of men’s contenders, and
yours truly managed to toss hers past the rest of the women’s fleet, but came up way short of Chuck’s.

Bean Bag Toss
Next up was the bean bag toss, a new game. Boat crews of two played against
each other with the losing boat being eliminated and the winner moving on to
the next round. Phill and Nancy (Forever Young) ultimately triumphed over the
rest of us.

Panty-hose Race
Lastly, the panty-hose race gave us all the
opportunity to look ridiculous while
entertaining the crowd.
Bruce Shuh (Perspective), after beating Adele for the second time(!), and Sumi Ross (Simply
Dreaming) were the victors.
Prizes for all games this year were double scoop waffle cones from the marina store. Thanks
to whoever it was who came up with this genius idea.
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Fiesta Time at the Bar
By 1800 members were in their Mexican-themed costumes and heading to the pavilion for dinner. As usual, there were some
pretty inventive outfits, the Three Zorros and the “Not So Red Hot Chili Peppers” among them.

Monday May 21
With the early slack at the passes being
rather…um…early, many boats were away from the
dock before the rest of us had started breakfast. Predicted
calm winds and a clearing day made for a pleasant
passage back to home ports or on to other destinations.
A huge thanks to Fleet Captain Klaus and Liz
(Moondance), for pulling this fun weekend together, and
to all the volunteers who made sure it happened as
planned. And a special mention to Tara and Ron at
Telegraph Harbour Marina who always make sure we are
so well looked after at their little piece of heaven in the
Gulf Islands.
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Phill Little and the Early Days of the Gulf Yacht Club
I visited Phill Little, one of the Gulf Yacht Club’s active senior
members, in his Vancouver home to learn about club history and
his lifelong passion for sailing.
Before we began Phill stood at his kitchen window and pointed to an
old, cedar-sided garage on the alley. “That’s where I built my 22 footer so
I could qualify for GYC membership,” he said wistfully.
He had begun by constructing the
hull upside down in the garage, then
with the help of friends, it was
Doug Macleod
carried into the alley and flipped
S/V Willpower
over. “Then we put it back in the
garage, so I could finish the
work.” Phill lingered at the
window for a moment
before pouring us mugs of
coffee and sitting down at
the kitchen table. Between
sips he recounted stories
and transported us back to
his first sailing adventures
and the early years of the Gulf Yacht Club.

Victoria
Growing up in Victoria, Phill was drawn to the water at an
early age. He and his dad built an eight-foot, leeboard punt,
powered by a two and a half horse Bendix outboard. One day
the brothers, aged fifteen and ten, took off from Mill Bay to go
fishing. At first the weather was calm but after they were more
than a mile off shore, a big
squall hit. The wind howled,
and the seas grew, thrashing
the little craft and pushing it
miles down Saanich Inlet,
away from Mill Bay. The tiny
two and half horse outboard
was useless against the
strengthening storm. Water
poured over the gunnels and
only furious bailing kept the
boys afloat. A huge wave hit the punt and upended it, tossing
the crew into the icy waters of Saanich Inlet. The boys
scrambled onto the over-turned hull and clung on for dear life.
They were pushed farther down the inlet and well out of sight
of their frantic parents on shore. Peering through the spray
and the rain they finally spotted another fisherman and yelled
for dear life. He came to the boys’ rescue by tossing them a
line and towing the upturned punt to Brentwood Bay.
“It almost cost us our lives,” said Phill. “Mom and Dad were
still over at Mill Bay. They had to drive down the Malahat and
around (to Brentwood Bay) to pick us up. They were pretty
upset.”

Undeterred, Phill and his dad went
on to build a 14 foot Falcon daysailor. “A proper little sailboat” said
Phill Little
Phill, face beaming with pride. He
S/V Forever Young
and his brother began exploring the
Gulf and San Juan Islands. “We’d go cruising for a week –
Anacortes, Friday Harbour – all over.” Navigation was by
hand compass and line of sight. The boys slept on floorboards
and tried to tuck under the foredeck when it rained. Though
the sailboat was small and cramped, Phill honed his skills and
began a lifelong love affair with sailing.

Joining the Club
In March 1965, six sailors from a loose organization called the
Kitsilano Cruising Fleet got together to plan a new yacht club.
Their goal was to support affordable sailboat cruising. There
would be no clubhouse or docks. On April 5th, 1965 the
inaugural meeting of the Gulf Yacht Club was held at Peter
Bold’s Dance Studio on Main Street. To qualify for
membership an individual needed to skipper “a cruising
sailing yacht across the Gulf and back, with an over-night
stop-over.” With that one rule, the Gulf Yacht Club (GYC) was
born.
Phill and his wife, Nancy, joined the club three years later
after a chance encounter in the Gulf Islands. They had rented
a 40 foot power boat with some friends and headed to Pirate’s
Cove for a weekend. Instead of the quiet anchorage they
expected, they met guitar music and laughter coming from a
group of sailors on shore. “They had a bonfire going and were
singing around the camp fire, having a great time. That was
the Gulf Yacht Club.” Nancy and
Phill knew at that moment that
they would join this club.
The couple faced a major
obstacle, however. To become
members of the Gulf Yacht Club,
they needed a sailboat suitable
for cruising on the BC coast. In
the age before fiberglass, boats
were made of wood and not
acquired as easily as today.
Constructing a cruising sailboat
is a major challenge, requiring,
time, patience and skill, but Phill had developed confidence
building small boats as a boy and decided to take the plunge.
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He began constructing a Rover
22,
strip-planked
cruising
sailboat in his backyard shed.
Born Free was launched in May
1968. On May 29, they departed
on their qualifying cruise to
Gibson’s, Tent Island and Sidney.
Phill was inducted into the club
as Gulf Sailor number 81 and
soon after Nancy completed her
crossing and became number 98.

Jim competed his eight-foot dinghy and won the bottle of
scotch.

Early Cruises

Boat Building
Most of the early GYC members
built their own boats. Norm Ross, Gulf Sailor number 28, was
one of those skilled builders. Phill reported that, “I met a kid
called Al Crowe who was building the same boat as me.” Both
Norm and Al remain active club members today.
According to Brian Sigsworth, Phill
heard that Al was building a 26 foot
boat in his mom's back yard. “Phill
went to take a look and figured that if
this 16 year old kid could do it, he
could too. He started to build a 29 foot
fiberglass boat, one of the first in the
club. He built it from scratch, same as
Al Crowe.”
Here’s a photo of Al’s Thunderbird,
built in his lane in 1969. And on the
right, flying his spinnaker in a good
breeze.

Boats were smaller and simpler then. Most were under 30
feet long – many were 20 or 22 feet. Absent were the electrical
systems and gadgetry that we depend on today, but their
construction was still a major commitment.
Boat builders dedicated
weekends and evenings,
often over years, to get
the job done. Builders
usually worked alone but
there was always advice
and assistance from
fellow GYC members.
Excitement crept into
voice as he
Keriel, a 24 ft Stoltz was owned by Norm Ross Phil’s
with Bruce Holloway.
described the Vancouver
boatbuilding fellowship in the 1960’s. “Everybody was helping everybody.” Sailors often dropped in on a fellow boatbuilder to check on construction or lend a hand. “We couldn’t
wait to finish our boats, so we could join in with the gang.”
Boat building brought sailors together but sometimes it
created competition. Lyle Chase was constructing a 22 foot
sailboat at the same time as Jim Dickie was working on an
eight-foot dinghy. Lyle felt that Jim was being pokey and
boasted that he would finish first. Soon a bet was on with a
bottle of whiskey at stake. In the end, Lyle won. He performed
the almost impossible feat of finishing a 22 foot boat before

The whole South Coast was filled with a build and sail spirit.
There were fewer marinas in the Vancouver area compared to
today. Most GYC boats were moored at Thunderbird, in West
Vancouver, Burrard Civic, in False Creek or Clay’s Wharf on
Granville Island. On weekends during the off-season, GYC
members met one another on the docks to talk, putter on their
boats or help one another with building projects. Sailing was
more of a lifestyle than a hobby.
The challenge of boatbuilding and the shared joy of sailing
created an esprit de corps and formed friendships that have
lasted decades. “I’m lucky I got
a glimpse of it. I saw it. I was
part of it.” Phill described this
time in his life with a beaming
smile that did not entirely hide
a touch of melancholy. “Those
days are gone now.”
Passages in small boats, over
unpredictable seas heightened
the spirit of adventure. During
the cruising season, these early
Gulf Sailors abandoned the
comfort of their homes ashore
to spend nights in cramped
bunks, swinging on an anchor or bumping against a log boom.
“Early cruises were always
an adventure. We’d spend
weekends in Howe Sound,
Friday night anchored in
Snug Cove, Saturday tied
up to a log boom in West
Bay on Gambier Island.”
Organization was spontaneous, boats just showed
up. You walked to shore
along the log booms in West
Bay. “There were always
people falling in. It was lots of fun.”
Women sailors had a
strong presence in the club.
Of the first one hundred
members,
five
women
skippered boats across the
strait and back to qualify.
Wives often got a jump on
the weekends by leaving
early on a Friday to rendezvous later that evening with
their husbands who arrived
by land or caught a passage Jonathan, Phill and Nancy’s (then) little
guy loved his Jolly Jumper in the cockpit.
on a friend’s boat.
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They skippered longer voyages too, across the strait and up
the coast by themselves or with their children. A common
destination was Lund, where husbands would join a family for
a cruise in Desolation Sound.

Excitement on the Rendezvous
Sailboat cruisers are always aware that conditions can
change instantly and benign situations can become dangerous.
Late, one evening a real howler came into Port Graves when
the fleet was tied to the docks at Camp Artaban. The wind
grew so strong that the docks strained against their pilings and
began to shift position. Disaster was averted when GYC sailors
jumped in their dinghies and ran lines around the pilings at
the government dock, one hundred meters away. The scene
resembled a giant spider web, but the dock and the boats held.
Phill recalled one Easter cruise to Pirate’s Cove, where the
fleet was tied together in a raft. In the middle of the night,
when crews were fast asleep, a big storm blew up from the
north. Sailors sprang out of their bunks. The narrow entrance
to Pirate’s Cove was too dangerous for a nighttime escape to
safer, outside waters. Crews cast off the lines to adjoining boats
and the raft broke up. Crews struggled to reset anchors in the
poor holding ground of Pirate’s Cove. Most succeeded and
made it safely through the night. Three or four crews fought
heroically against the tempest. Their effort was in vain and the
yachts washed onto the mud flats at the south end of the cove.
Fortunately, the mud cushioned the boats and there was little
damage.
Wonderful memories far
outnumber stories of disasters
or near disasters. Phill spoke
of frequent raft-ups, hotdog
barbeques, potlucks and singalongs “We’d sing until the
wee hours.”
The traditional GYC Labour
Day Salmon Barbeque started
at Pirate’s Cove. The cooks lit
briquets
in tiny caves on the
Mystique, a Columbia 22, was owned by
Jim and Laurie Seagram in the early days.
east side of the spit giving the
salmon a wonderful smoky flavour. Entertainment at cruises
was elaborate, including sing-a-longs, skits, and comedy
routines. One time the women produced a fashion show, using
men as models on a makeshift catwalk.
Cruising in small boats,
with primitive amenities
and basic navigational
aids, did not prevent
several Gulf Sailors from
taking epic voyages. Don
Brown, the commodore in
1970, single-handed his
Sharp 24 to Wrangell
Alaska. Later Don built a

Gulf Island 29 and eventually sailed a 36 foot ketch to New
Zealand. Bruce Campbell sailed his 25 foot boat to California
and across to Hawaii.
Ken Weis set out on a multi-year, blue-water cruise in his 28
foot Bristol Channel Cutter, Thumbelina. Ken knew his wife
would never agree to this adventure, so he kept it secret and
left without telling her. His first stop was Victoria where he
wrote a letter, describing his plans and arranged for it to be
mailed to his wife. An explanation of Ken’s decision also
appeared in the August 1966, club newsletter. It began, “I
regret very much, the anxiety caused by my departure.” Ken
sailed for several years to Hawaii and New Zealand.
Eventually his wife forgave the initial lack of communication
and joined him for part of the cruise. She flew home from the
South Seas and Ken continued singlehanded to Japan where
he was welcomed and feted by local sailors.

The Club Today
A lot has changed in 40
years. In the early
years, boat building as
well as cruising contributed to bonding.
Today’s boats are longer,
with more complex
systems and more
comforts. Tying up to docks was considered expensive so early
gulf sailors always anchored, but now, in more affluent times,
club rendezvous are usually
at marinas.
Phill and Nancy remain
loyal and active members
today. They love getting
together on the water with
new and life-long friends.
From the beginning, Phill
and Nancy have participated in club organization;
both are past commodores.
Phill is proud of his
involvement over the decades. Memories of early boatbuilding,
cruising and comradery will
remain in Phill’s heart for ever.
Today, his passion for the Gulf
Yacht Club and its future remains
strong. “We’re still enthused and
love the bonding and the
friendships. Life evolves and now
we’ve turned the running of the
club over to the next generation.
It has to be that way.”
Some things remain the same: Phill and Nancy
continue to go all out whatever the occasion –
the first on the floor when there’s any dancing,
outrageous dress-up when required, appies in
faraway places.
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