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A sad way to start the Victoria Day Cruise – White Wolf being towed to Telegraphy Harbour marina.

Get into the cruising mode – summer is here!

JUNE 10TH

And it’s pipped to be a hot one – again. Chances are good that I
won’t be getting another newsletter off to you before you all take
off for parts unknown. If I wind up shoreside for longer than
expected please send me your news and your whereabouts so I
can let the members know how you’re getting along.

CDN

White Wolf managed to stress Miles and I out, yet again. This time it was
a broken gear cable just as we were headed into Porlier. We overcame
that only to have the throttle cable go just as we were heading into
Telegraph Harbour. Being stuck in fast forward was extremely stressful
but after steaming along at high speed, we were finally able to shut her
down, but not without a deafening (it seemed like) clunk. There was at
least a nice breeze so we could sail back and forth avoiding the reefs for
a couple of hours while we waited for C-Tow.

Lifeboat

Institution

T

GU

H

It turned out to be a broken teensy plastic part in the unreachable depths of the
Edson pedestal. Many thanks to Mike Ross, Shalvah, Norm Ross (no relation),
Rogue Wave, and Jim West, 2nd Chapter, for helping figure out what the problem
was and jury rigging a solution so we could get back home on Monday.
Robert Sinkus, and first mate, Buck, enjoyed their first Victoria Day cruise to
Telegraph with the fleet. But all did not go as planned for them either. Reality
has taken a page out of White Wolf’s book and has been
posing all sorts of head scratching challenges to its
Y
A
C
LF
owner. Read all about them! And his solutions.

CLU B

Liz was our scribe for the jampacked long weekend and
Lorraine shot some great pics – thanks to you both.
Make sure to arrive on time for the presentation on
Monday about the Canadian Lifeboat Institution.
See you there.
Suzanne Walker, Editor S/V White Wolf

Continued p.6 Staff Captain’s Report
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Commodore:

Commodore’s Report
As you know, the executive has been working on revising the
Membership Criteria for the By-Laws. In this edition of the
Gulf Sailor, there is a chart with a summary of changes and the
revision of the by-law #13.
It's important that you review this information as we'll be
discussing it at our next couple of meetings and voting on the
changes in November at a Special General Meeting.
It's been a busy time for GYC members with the GYC pub
night Monday May 13 and the Thetis cruise on the long
weekend.

Darlyne (Dar) Farrell,
Commodore,
S/V Saw Lee Ah

The pub night was well attended – good organization, George, and thank you all for
coming out and agreeing to take some time and write up ideas for new games. These
ideas will be given to the Fleet Captain and I'm sure we'll see some additions to
games and activities in the future.

The Thetis cruise started off with some
boats meeting at the bell buoy and
heading across to Clam Bay. Others,
followed later but we all seemed to get to Porlier at the
right time. A huge thank you to Ron and Eleanor for inviting all the GYCers to
their new home on the Friday evening. There were a lot of us. Some arrived by
dinghy and others overland as they were already at the marina (thanks to Ron for
chauffeuring some members back and forth).
For some it was a challenge to get there by dinghy.
Either the dinghy motor did not work or was so was
firmly attached to the big boat it wouldn’t come off to
be put on the dinghy. No worries. Help was on the way
as a knight in shining yellow lifeacket came to the
rescue and transported many to shore and back. Thank
you Ragnar!
As always, our cruises are successful because of the
many volunteers.
Andreas and Cristina planned and carried out another
successful wine tasting, this time with an Italian theme
and an interesting rating system. And thank you,
Chris, for setting an Italian wine tasting table.
Chris also bought all the necessities required for our
hot dog BBQ and again set up a imaginative table.
Ragnar with some help from Mike and Miles did the
BBQing.
Thank you to Liz for agreeing to be the scribe for the
weekend and to ensure everyone picked a poker card.
A thank you also goes to Jane for selling 50/50 tickets.
Then the games. Chris and John brought a new game, Ladder Ball. We could never have played
this without the help of Tony Boardman who figured out the rules and organized the players. Jane
and Martin once again volunteered to run the fender throw.
A thank you to Phill Little who gave the welcoming toast to celebrate George and Lorraine's new
boat, Somerset.
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Revised Membership Categories, Dues and Voting Rights
A discussion of proposed new Membership categories will take place at the October meeting and will be
voted on in a Special General Meeting in November.
Based on the survey results, comments from members and
compiling the roster, it was clear that there was confusion
related to who was a non-resident member, what non-resident
members should be paying and how the non-resident rates
were being applied.
The executive spent many hours reviewing the membership
bylaws. They worked to resolve the inconsistencies, define
clearly who is non-resident, dues related to membership
categories, who can hold office and who has voting rights

The non resident rate has been lower, primarily because
they cannot attend meetings on a regular basis. It was felt that
the approximate costs associated with running the meetings
should be removed from their dues. While these costs vary by
year they are around 20% of the overall cost of running the
club.
The recommendations of the executive are outlined below.
These recommendations will be presented in October and
voted on in a Special General Meeting in November.

Non-resident member definition:
Must reside outside a circle, the radius of which is forty(40) nautical
miles from the Burrard Street Bridge, outside of the Province of
British Columbia, on one of the Gulf Islands (including Bowen
Island), on Vancouver Island or on the Sunshine Coast.
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Recommended Replacement to Bylaw 13. Membership
Here is the full text version of the revised Bylaw pertaining to Membership that the Executive have been
working on for the past few months and is recommending to the membership for discussion in October.
13. Membership
Any person wishing to become a member of the club shall complete an Application for Membership form to the satisfaction
of the Executive Committee, such application shall be considered for approval by the Executive Committee. No one shall be
eligible for membership unless the name and address of the prospective member together with the names of the proposer and
seconder have been lodged with the Honorary Secretary for at least seven (7) days prior to an Executive Committee Meeting.
The Executive Committee shall have the power to grant membership status as and when they see fit when exceptional
circumstances present themselves.
a) RESIDENT MEMBERSHIPS
Resident members must reside inside a circle, the radius of which is forty (40) Nautical Miles from the Burrard Street
Bridge, within the Province of British Columbia and not on one of the Gulf Islands (including Bowen Island) or
Vancouver Island or the Sunshine Coast.
b) NON-RESIDENT MEMBERSHIPS
Non-Resident members must reside outside a circle, the radius of which is forty (40) Nautical Miles from the Burrard
Street Bridge, outside of the Province of British Columbia, on one of the Gulf Islands (including Bowen Island), on
Vancouver Island or on the Sunshine Coast.
c) ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP (RESIDENT)
The following are eligible for Active Membership (Resident):
1. Owners or joint owners of cruising sailing yachts.
2. Such persons shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age.
3. Applicants must satisfy Section 28 in the Constitution and By-laws.
Active Resident Members are entitled to all the privileges of the club.
d) ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP (NON-RESIDENT)
The following are eligible for Active Membership (Non-Resident):
1. Owners or joint owners of cruising sailing yachts.
2. Such persons shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age.
3. Applicants must satisfy Section 28 in the Constitution and By-laws.
Active Non-Resident Members are entitled to all the privileges of the club except for holding office.
e) ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP (RESIDENT)
A member with at least five (5) years as an Active Member (Resident or Non-Resident) and no longer owns a cruising
sailing yacht but now owns a cruising power yacht may apply to become an Associate Member (Resident). Associate
Resident Membership is granted at the discretion of the Executive Committee. Associate Resident Members are entitled to
all the privileges of the Club except for voting rights and holding office.
f) ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP (NON-RESIDENT)
A member with at least five (5) years as an Active Member (Resident or Non-Resident) and no longer owns a cruising
sailing yacht but now owns a cruising power yacht may apply to become an Associate Non-Resident Member. Associate
Non-Resident Membership is granted at the discretion of the Executive Committee. Associate Non-Resident Members are
entitled to all the privileges of the Club except for voting rights and holding office.
g) NON-ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP (RESIDENT)
A member with at least five (5) years as an Active Member (Resident or Non-Resident) who no longer owns a boat but
retains an interest in sailing may apply for Non-Active Resident Membership. Non-Active Resident Membership is
granted at the discretion of the Executive Committee. Non-Active Resident Members shall have all the privileges of the
club except for voting rights and holding office.
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h) NON-ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP (NON-RESIDENT)
– A member with at least five (5) years as an Active Member (Resident or Non-Resident) who no longer owns a boat but
retains an interest in sailing may apply for Non-Active Non-Resident Membership.
– Non-Active Non-Resident Membership is granted at the discretion of the Executive Committee.
– Non-Active Non-Resident Members shall have all the privileges of the club except for voting rights and holding office.
i) INTERIM MEMBERSHIP (RESIDENT)
– Interim Resident Membership is available for up to one (1) year pending a satisfactory completion of the Strait of
Georgia crossing as per Section 28 of the Constitution and By-Laws.
– Interim Resident Membership is granted at the discretion of the Executive Committee.
– Interim Resident Members are entitled to all the privileges of the Club except for voting rights and holding office.
j) INTERIM MEMBERSHIP (NON-RESIDENT)
– Interim Non-Resident Membership is available for up to one (1) year pending a satisfactory completion of the Strait of
Georgia crossing as per Section 28 of the Constitution and By-Laws.
– Interim Non-Resident Membership is granted at the discretion of the Executive Committee.
– Interim Non-Resident Members are entitled to all the privileges of the Club except for voting rights and holding office.
k) HONORARY MEMBERSHIP
The Executive Committee shall have the power to elect for the current year as Honorary Members such officers or
representatives of other clubs of special distinction as may seem to them as desirable. Any person may become an
Honorary Member who is approved by the Executive Committee and is elected by a two-thirds majority of a General
Meeting of the Club. Honorary Members have all the privileges of the Club except for voting rights and holding office.
They shall not, however, have any proprietary rights in the assets of the Club and are exempt from any fees or
assessments.
l) HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
An Honorary Life Member shall be one to whom the freedom of the Club has been presented in recognition for important
services rendered to the Club or its representatives. An Honorary Life Member is exempt from payment of any fees or
assessments and entitled for life to all the privileges of the Club including the right to vote and hold office. An Honorary
Life Member shall not have any proprietary rights in the assets of the Club. Honorary Life Members may only be elected
at a General Meeting of the club by a unanimous vote of the members present.

And while we’re on the subject of membership…
Despite being Vancouver’s friendliest sailing and rendezvous club we know that the Gulf Yacht Club
can never have enough jolly sailors on our roster.

Vancouver’s friendliest sailing and
rendezvous yacht club WANTS new
members!
and his wi

We have loads of brochures that you can pass out this
summer in the hopes of attracting a new crew ot two into
the club.
Invite potential newbies to attend a meeting or join in the
fun at one of our cruises.
All it takes to join?
• Ownership of a sailboat
• Appropriate crossing of the Strait of Georgia
• Payment of initiation and annual dues
What’s not to love? So it shouldn’t be a hard sell once you
get started. Pick up some brochures at the next meeting
and hand them out like crazy all summer wherever you
sail to.
The payoff? More great friends and exciting new appies to
enjoy. Just saying…
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Staff Captain’s Report
Robert, representing the Canadian Lifeboat Institute,
will be talking to us about
Saving Lives at Sea at the meeting on Monday, June 10th.
The CLI is part of Team SAR providing secondary marine search
and rescue capabilities as well as marine services in the coastal
waters around Richmond, Delta, New Westminster, the Fraser
River, Strait of Georgia, Vancouver and elsewhere including Washington State. They have two
George Bamford,
dedicated rescue vessels: one based out of Steveston Harbour and the other out of Ladner Harbour.
Staff Captain,
One recent outing provided support for the 2019 Southern Straits Yacht Race which boasted 85
S/V Somerset
entries racing over three courses. CLI maintained a continuous watch routine for 31 hours at Sisters
Islands, proceeding at 02:30 they proceeded to Ballenas Island to monitor the fleet roundings there, before setting course for
the finish line at Point Atkinson. Another great Southern Straits race and relieved that it was an event with no accidents.

George and Lorraine say thank you to all.
It was wonderful to have so many join in the
christening of Somerset. Thank you, Phill, for your
eloquently spoken words and beautiful christening
prayer.
Thanks to all of you for your thoughtful and varied
gifts. I did my best to capture them in one photo.

Boatey Bits and Bobs
A Note from Pat Costa, our Executive Officer
About the BOOK TABLE. IF you bring books to pass along to other members, please bear in mind that we
all have different tastes in reading material.
If, for some reason, there are no takers for your books, PLEASE take them home with you. We are no
longer able to maintain a ‘library’ of used books as there is nowhere to store them.

Email Change:

A Wind to Remember

Wolf Bergelt and his wife, Judy’s email addresses are
incorrect in the new roster. They are not @gmail.com.
Please correct your rosters:
Wolf’s email is w_bergelt@yahoo.com
and Judy’s is judycowe@yahoo.com.

Roger Pearson, and crew Glen Mitchell,
took this photo while waiting for the wind
to abate so they could join the others for
Sailpast. As it turned out, only one other
boat made it to the salute: Beautiful Day.
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Fleet Captain’s Report

Summer Cruise

Port Graves, Gambier to
Plumper Cove, Keats

June 7, 8, 9
Schedule
for the Summer Cruise
Friday, June 7: Late afternoon
We plan to arrive and anchor at Port Graves in the late
afternoon.
• 1700: SawLeeAh has offered to host Appie Hour

X

X

Saturday, June 8: Head to Plumper Cove
• 1000: We plan head over to Plumper Cove on Saturday
morning about 1000 hrs. An unofficial “Crace” often oc- Fred Bain, Fleet Captain
S/V Koinonia
curs on the way over. It is somehow a race that is not really a race as we are a ‘cruising club’. Anyway, just have fun and fill your sails as
you head over to Plumper Cove.

What on earth is a ‘crace’ you might well ask?
At this time of the year, there is usually
enough dock space at the wharf but you
can anchor as an alternative, although, the
cove seems to be breeding mooring buoys,
so it is getting tighter to anchor.
Watch out for the marked rock near the
wharf – you do not need a nomination for
the paddle.
A casual day is in order until
• 1600 hrs: Appies on the dock
• 1800 hrs: BBQ Burgers (supplied by the
club) on shore should commence by 1800
hrs. If you have a portable BBQ, please
bring it along. Koinonia has a removable
one but it is small and we need at least two.
After a good night's rest and a Sunday
morning chat or two, most boats will be
heading home by noon.
Please let us know if you can volunteer
to take pictures and/or “scribe” the event
for posterity and/or look after the 50/50
draw or pokerhand, if you prefer.

Well, since the GYC officially doesn’t race as such, a different type of competitive
boating activity has been devised. If you’ve never craced before, not to worry, one
year it turned out to be a motor crace – no wind! And another year, there was too
much wind and everybody mutinied. Are you getting a sense about what a crace is
like? Should a crace actually occur, please see below for the rules, such as they are.
Times might change depending on the starting location and/or by general concensus.

Art’s Very Official ‘Cracing’ Rules
1. Cracing can begin any time (more or less) after you get to somewhere close to the
starting line. There’s no such thing as a gunshot start, just relax and begin!
2. All participating boats must always be within 200 meters of each other (how
else can you hear insults or trade beer). If you find yourself surging out of the
200 meter range you must depower your boat by luffing your sails until others
catch up.
3. Your boat’s cockpit table must be in the extended position at all times while
cracing, ready for any goodies coming from the galley.
4. If the wind dies you must immediately start your engine to maintain the 200
meter boundary.
5. Coffee, Tea, or hot chocolate is to be served in the cockpit on the table anytime
between 10:00 and 11:30.
6. A light lunch must be served between 11:30 and 12:30.
7. Any aquatic marine life sighting must be communicated by the sighting boat to
all other Cracers.
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Fleet Captain’s Report

Canada Day Cruise
Smuggler Cove

June 29, 30 July 1
Reminder
for the Canada Day Cruise

NEWBIES PLEASE NOTE:
The raft forms on the left after you
pass the notorious rock in the
entrance and enter the cove. Boats
will be there early to scare away
interlopers and help you tie up.

This rendezvous will be in Smuggler Cove with a raft up against the northwest
wall inside the cove. Most should anchor for the rafting and use the stern ties
available as well. The event will be July 1st weekend with a Happy Hour on the
Saturday evening. The location of the Saturday appies will be determined by
those attending, based on who is there, and what can be done for all. A bringyour-own-food barbeque on the Sunday night.

What to bring? And where to go…

Editors note: I think Island 25 might be here
(but I could be wrong).

Bring an appetizer for Saturday and your own dinner to barbeque on the Sunday evening, including what you’d like to BBQ and all the fixings and drinks.
A portable BBQ will be an asset if you have one although there will be space on
other members’ portables if you do not (you’ll have to wait in line though!).
The Sunday Dinner is planned to be on “Island 25”. If you are not sure where
that Island is inside Smuggler cove, some of our veteran members can be our
guides. Sounds like an adventure.
The tides should not be too challenging as noted below at Pt Atkinson.
Tides:
Sat 29 Jun
Sun 30 Jun
Mon 01 Jul

Time
02:31
03:06
03:43

High
14.0H
14.2H
14.3H

Time
10:04
10:41
11:21

Low
4.0L
2.9L
1.9L

Time
17:25
18:10
18:53

High
12.9H
13.8H
14.4H

Time
21:55
22:50
23:41

Low
10.9L
11.3L
11.6L

Fred Bain, Fleet Captain
S/V Koinonia

Official Publication of the Gulf Yacht Club, Maritime Museum, 1905 Ogden Ave., Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1A3

Page

8

June 2019

Volume 20 Issue 5

GULF SAILOR
Fleet Captain’s Report

BC Day Cruises

North: Squirrel Cove
South: Montague Harbour

Aug 3, 4, 5
Reminder
for the BC Day Cruise
Northern Rendezvous in Squirrel Cove: Aug 3
John, Tantramar, will host a happy hour on Saturday, August 3rd on
the small island across from the tidal lagoon. He adds that he
normally anchors in the back near the island shown on his chart as "1"
or near the reversing falls. GYCers convene on Island "1" famously
known as "Dog Poo Island". Watch your step, though. Tantramar will
be there to greet you.
What to bring? An appetizer.
A number of boats are planning to head farther north after the meet
up, some to other spots in Desolation and some maybe to the Broughtons. Discuss
itineraries in Squirrel Cove over appies.

Alternative: the Comox Filberg Festival and Nautical Days: August 2-5
A few boats are heading to Comox for The Filberg Festival over the BC Day long weekend
although it is not a GYC planned event. Headliners this year include: Barney Bentall, Jim
Byrnes, Ken Lavigne, Marcus Mosely Ensemble and Tiller’s Folly. As well as non-stop
entertainment there are more than135 juried artisans
featured. In contrast, Comox Nautical Days is free
family entertainment including a Build Bail and Sail
(hilarious) event, and a Vintage Car Show. The
Festival of Lights Fireworks Extravaganza closes
down the weekend Monday night. Moorage is at the
docks operated by the Comox Harbour Authority.
You need to go to the east side of the breakwater to
access this moorage.

Southern Rendezvous at Montague Harbour Marine Park: Aug 3-5
There is usually plenty of anchorage space in the northern
end of the bay in front of Montague Harbour Marine park.
George and Lorraine have again agreed to host the
weekend. Happy Hour and lunch or dinner at the Hummingbird Pub will
be confirmed at a later date.
If you’ve never been to The Hummingbird Pub, getting there from
Montague Marina is half the fun, riding on the Hummingbird Pub Bus
with its driver, Tommy Transit, in his Hawaiian shirt and festive hat.
There’s great music on the way – for an old school bus, it has an awesome
sound system. Don’t miss this one-of-a-kind experience!
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GYC Thetis Cruise Snapshot
There were changes to ‘the usual’ this year: new games, a new event, and a theme
instead of a dressup party. But the best bits remain: friendship, laughs and great food!
After a rather lumpy crossing of the Strait of Georgia on Friday, the sea calmed down once we went
through Porlier Pass and made our way into Clam Bay. Ragnar did noble duty ferrying many of us to
shore for the pot luck at the Ron and Eleanor Vandergaag’s new house. With a short walk through an
apple orchard and up a road we arrived at their lovely house which was already buzzing with boaters
lounging on their outdoor patio, complete
with fire pit. The barbecue was on, so
those who wanted to cook, could, and
there were lots of salads and condiments.

Liz Reiniger,
S/V Moondance

Depending on your background, you will recognize this fantastic gate closer (far right) as either a Heath Robinson or a Rube
Goldberg machine. Both of these guys were known for their drawings of whimsically elaborate machines designed to achieve
simple objectives. In the UK, the term "Heath Robinson" entered the common lexicon during the First World War as a
description of any unnecessarily complex and implausible contrivance, more often used in relation to temporary fixes using
ingenuity and whatever is to hand, often string and tape, or unlikely cannibalisations. "Rube Goldberg machines" came into
being in the US in the 1920s as a term for a machine intentionally designed to perform a simple task in an indirect and
overcomplicated fashion. Often, these machines consist of a series of simple devices that are linked together to produce a domino effect, in which each
device triggers the next one, and the original goal is achieved only after many steps. In this gate closer, the goal, to close the gate, is achieved when a ball
is set running through a tube at the top that eventually triggers a weighted lever that closes the gate after several seconds allowing enough time for Ron
and Eleanor to drive out but not have to get out of the car to close the gate after themselves. The icing on their lovely house in the woods. (Ed.)

Ron toured some of us around their house. He has already made many improvements and plans more to come. After dinner
there were birthday cakes for Maryanna and Nancy and rhubarb crisp for those who had room for more. As it started to get
dark close to 9pm some of us headed back to our boats, again thanks to Ragnar.
Official Publication of the Gulf Yacht Club, Maritime Museum, 1905 Ogden Ave., Vancouver, B.C. V6J 1A3

Page 10

June 2019

Volume 20 Issue 5

GULF SAILOR
We really enjoyed having the
group here, it’s a nice way to kick
off the weekend for us. We really
appreciated all the kind comments
about our new home and way of
life.
Thanks to all who attended here
and for the terrific cleanup job so
many did – it only took us a few
minutes to finish up that night.
Wonderful crowd.
And just so you know … the tides look pretty good for next
year. Here’s the basic recipe for the Taco Salad, as requested.

Saturday dawned a bit cloudy but the rain was
confined to overnight and the sun came out as we
rounded into Telegraph Harbour. That morning there
was a local market at the head of the harbour. Eleanor
was selling her lovely baskets, which she sews from
cord, and there were also crafts people selling jewellery,
woodworking and, much sought after, pies and
cinnamon buns.
This fellow ‘burns’
his designs into
wood he has found
and seasoned. He
had made 26
passes of the magnifying glass to get
this far. And, of
course, if the sun
doesn’t shine, no
progress is made!

Eleanor’s Taco Salad
1 to 1.5 lbs lean hamburger cooked and cooled
1/2 package taco seasoning
Mix with one can of drained Kidney beans
1 to 2 cups grated cheddar
1 head shredded iceberg lettuce
Large bag of taco chips
SAUCE:
1.5 cups Miracle Whip
2 small bottles Russian Dressing
Don’t forget: this makes a LARGE quantity for a big group.
Add the chips just before serving so they remain crisp.

Ron made these benches
for auctioning off in a
charity fundraising
event. ‘School Orchards
Africa’ promotes planting orchards on school
grounds in Tanzania to
provide income. It also
constructs wells for
some schools so that the
students (girls mostly)
don’t have to pack
water for half the school day.

Andreas’s Hot Italian Dip
INGREDIENTS
1 lb Fresh Italian Mild Ground Sausage
1 (8 oz) package cream cheese, softened
2 (5.2 oz) packages Boursin Cheese Garlic & Fine Herbs
1/3 cup mayonnaise
3 oz sun-dried tomatoes (not in oil) Italian herb flavor if you can find it, chopped
1/2 drained, sliced peperoncini (they are sold sliced)
3 Tablespoons shredded Parmesan cheese
1/2 teaspoon pizza seasoning or Italian seasoning
Baguette, sliced
DIRECTIONS
1. In a nonstick skillet, cook Italian 3. Add mixture to a one quart baking
sausage until nicely browned, break
dish and swirl the top with a small
up into small chunks as it cooks.
knife (just for looks). Sprinkle with
Remove from heat and drain.
Parmesan cheese and pizza seasoning.
2. In a large bowl, blend cream cheese, 4. Bake for 25 minutes in a 350 degree
Boursin and mayo until well
oven until top is golden brown. Serve
combined. Add sun-dried tomatoes
with a baguette.
and peperoncini and continue blending. Stir in cooked sausage.

Sunday morning boat jobs: The group
assisting with winching Chuck up the
mast in his bosun's chair, from left to
right: Jim West, Robert Sinkus, Mike
Sutcliffe, Norm Ross.

Thanks for the pics Jennifer.
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Wine tasting … seamlessly segued
into appie hour …
The wine tasting, organized by Andreas and Cristina, began
at 4 pm with bottles labeled with Italian opera names going
along with this year’s theme.
As ‘usual’, Chris had decorated the tables beautifully in
keeping with the theme – Italian flags, vases of spaghetti and
bouquets of pasta, grapes, and flowers.
(I thought Andreas’s new scoring sheets were great – they helped me decide
what I was going to try as I could check out what everyone else was
thinking before committing to a taste. Was that cheating? Ed.)

Andreas announced the winners of the wine tasting at dinner:
White and bubbly:
1st
Prosecco Veneto
Turandot, supplied by Tantramar
2nd
Pinot Grigio Veneto La Traviata, supplied by 2nd Chapter
Red:
1st:
Montepulciano
Madama Butterfly, supplied by Tantramar/Boardman
2nd
Merlot Veneto
Rigoletto supplied by Moondance
Then the Italian appies arrived, including a wide
selection of salamis, cheeses, antipasta, as well as
some of our old favourites.
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…which rock ‘n rolled over onto the
dance floor…
By the time Andy was warming up his guitar everyone was sated
and the audience was seated. But as in the past few years, Andy
managed to get almost everyone up dancing to something. And he
played nonstop from 7 until 10pm.
Thank you to Telegraph Harbour Marina
for arranging for him to play again for us.
We all had a ball, but it was far from ballroom-style that
the appreciative audience got to watch and enjoy!

Everyone happily
twisted and rock
and rolled with
great energy.
Maryanna got
lessons in line
dancing from Tom
and Jeanette,
Robert twirled and
spun a variety of
dance partners for
most of the evening
and in the end a
long conga line
wove in and out
of the audience.
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Sunday dawned hot
and sunny. Dar had
muffins on the dock
and at noon the BBQ
was heating hot dogs
and brats.
Klaus enjoying his new
Helinox chair that packs
down to nothing.

We hardly had time to digest our lunch when it was time for the new game of Ladder Ball. There was quite a contest and a
throw off but finally George P and Mike Sutcliffe won. The fender toss was next with Martin reminding everyone, “no
curling”. Gladys and Tony Boardman won that. With time running short, the paper airplanes were scrapped this year.

After the games we all gathered on the dock to celebrate George and Lorraine’s new boat, Somerset. They passed around
champagne to accompany Phill’s welcoming prayer and we all raised our glasses and toasted to safe and enjoyable times on
the water. After gift baskets were presented, George and Lorraine hosted tours of their new boat.
The dinner was the usual do-it-yourself barbecue after which the winners of the games were announced and Andreas
announced the winners of the wine tasting, GYC blankies were given to new members:

Geoff and George really got into character (as they are!); Nancy and Phill offered up their burgee to replace the tattered one in the pavilion; Lorraine
serenaded us on her flute and an unlikely group consisting of Jane, Suzanne, Phill, Robert, Chris and Adele sang something Italianish with molto
enthusiasm (or however you say it in Italian).

Then, another new thing: 20 questions on an Italian theme for each table of diners to
answer. Chris and Dar distributed blank sheets to each table and put Italian-themed
questions, many with hilarious options, to the group. The winning table, consisting of
Nancy, Phill, Adele, Bruce and Miles and Suzie won the closely fought contest and
took home the prize.
A special thanks to Chris for all her ‘usual’ huge efforts in making our outings artistic.
She decorated the tables, gussied up the gift baskets for the boat christening and
generally added qualcosa de speciale to our whole weekend. Very importantly, too, she
also directed the hotdog preparations, including buying only our favourites, monitoring
their preparation and watching over the chefs (this year Ragnar and Miles and Mike).
The boats attending the Thetis cruise were : Kwinnum, Forever Young, Moondance, Kailani, SawLeeAh, Somerset, Christie Cove,
Charabanc, 2nd Chapter, Tantramar, Beautiful Day, Transition, White Wolf, Contender, Sparkle Plenty, Windstrel, Taeko IV, Shalvah
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Thetis Cruise 2019: Clam Bay to Telegraph Harbour
The engine won’t run, the instruments have crapped out so the Autopilot won’t Auto,
and the water above the floorboards is salty. Not exactly smooth sailing…
Last year when I joined, I heard about the flotilla crossing from Q62 to Porlier. It sounded like fun, but
as I was the one organizing the Montague salmon barbeque for the Point Roberts YC that same
weekend, I was unable to attend the GYC event – although on the way home, Christie Cove passed me
returning across the Strait.
I was so late for the last club cruise to Clam Bay in April that I missed the appie hour altogether. This
time, I was determined to get there on time and be at Q62 for 1 pm. Something in me really liked the
idea of the flotilla crossing and wanted to be a part of it. However, a car accident resulted in delays
Robert Sinkus,
Friday morning waiting for a tow truck that arrived an hour later than scheduled, and then a trip to
S/V Reality
the car rental agency. On top of that Buck had something going on with his eye that got worse, so we
needed to make what turned out to be a long stop at the vet (and then a return trip
to get the cone they had forgotten to give me). Needless to say, I didn’t make the
Q62 gathering for 1pm. But I was on my way, and was looking forward to another
great, and much needed, weekend with our Club.
Once again, my knot meter transducer was fouled. I normally take a few moments
to collect myself and visualize the process of replacing the transducer with the plug,
first blocking the tube opening with the palm of my hand. This time, I wanted to
lose as little time as possible, so I just launched into it. I let much more water in than
usual, but decided not to worry about drying my bilge, and would deal with it after
returning home from the cruise. The fouling looked like a tiny flat Krill-like skeleton
that had jammed up against the paddle wheel which seemed otherwise unfouled with no growth on it. I replaced it, and the
knot meter worked again which meant that the autopilot would also work, and I was on my way.
While in the Strait, I heard something from Kailani, on the VHF that sounded like they might be headed over to Ron and
Eleanor’s – oh no! I might miss it again!

Clam Bay in time for the Vandergaag’s BBQ…
Determined to minimize my lateness, I inflated the dinghy
while under sail on the final approach to Porlier Pass.
I made it into Clam Bay and saw our anchored fleet – some
with dinghys and people aboard, and some without dinghys.
I thought that they had just returned and that I had missed it
again. But fortunately, the start was delayed, and we had a
lovely time at Ron and Eleanor’s who really put on the Ritz
for us with all the salads and fixings. It was a great night – and
I got to help Andreas, Cristina, and Mike back to Beautiful
Day afterwards, although the Christie Cove high speed water
taxi service (with friendly logistical consulting from Cam)
seemed to take care of just about everyone else both coming
and going.

But more challenges the next day…
In the morning, I made my way around the south end from
Clam Bay to Telegraph, and caught some wind from Tent
Island to almost the entrance to the Harbour, reaching 5.5
knots of boat speed.
The sun was shining. Life was great.
The winds died just as I approached the harbour entrance
and I turned the key to start the engine, and NOTHING.
Yikes, did I mess up in reinstalling the starter somehow? I
felt that queasy nauseous feeling like being kicked in the

stomach, but then remembered that Suzanne and Miles had
called C-Tow, and that doing that was okay to do. Even
though I had used C-Tow once before in Desolation (when my
heat exchanger fell off the engine breaking some of the piping)
I had an unwritten rule that I wouldn’t use C-Tow (and this is
even after my insurance agent said they want us to use C-Tow,
and pay for it without it affecting our rates). Remembering
Suzanne talking about her and Miles’s situation with their
shift and throttle cables the day before gave me a real sense of
calmness and that everything would be okay. Thanks Suzanne!
I first went to the starter, reaching around to feel the wires,
and really couldn’t tell anything for sure, but it seemed like
the wires were properly connected. I looked at my battery
monitor – plenty of voltage, and not severely drained. I had
already turned on the starter battery to give it a little top up,
so there should be lots of power. I went up to the cockpit and
still nothing when I turned the key. I was feeling pretty whiny
at that point. I then remembered how the boat had had a
similar issue about 8 years earlier, and I had solved it by doing
1 of two things: either rinsing the engine with freshwater from
the shower head, or by changing the fuse on the engine block.
It is set up as a single connection on one side, which connects
through four different fusible links to four connectors on the
other side – so it lets you burn out the fuse four times before
you have to replace it.
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At the time, after paying about $50 for a new block – which struck me as super pricey for four fuses – I set up two new fuse
holders and a set of fuses ready to go to replace this if required, and then never needed to use them, but kept them in my nav
table. I think part of the cause may have been that the vent from my shaft seal ran up the engine compartment. In hard reverse,
it was pushing water all the way up., some of which then fell on the alternator fan and sprayed salt water all over the engine.
I noticed I had labelled two of the connectors with an ‘x’, and instead of trying the fourth connection, I decided to use my fuse.
Turned the key and the engine started wonderfully! Hurray – life is wonderful again!

I had a great weekend at Telegraph with fun socializing,
dancing, getting tipsy on Italian wine, and getting schooled on
Italy.

Just a ‘quick job’ meant I missed all the games…
I decided to use the “work-on-our-boat” time, Sunday, to finally use the latex sealant I had
bought at the beginning of the year to fix some pinholes in my dinghy by inserting it in
through the valves and then inflating the dinghy. It was reassuring to have Martin’s help as
he had used a similar product. I hadn’t read the part at the end of the instructions that says that
after doing the treatment, for the next four hours, every half hour, you have to flip the dingy
around to get the remaining latex to coat the inside of the tubes, to both replace any sealant
that gets pushed out the hole, and also to prevent having a glob of hardened latex.
So after the delicious barbecue lunch, I went back to my boat to turn my dinghy as required
and since I was at my boat, I rewired the connectors for my solar panels with proper MC-4 connectors (that I had bought last
fall), I wanted to have both the dinghy and connectors done in time for my trip up to Desolation in July right after Smugglers,
and knew I would be hard pressed to find the time to get it done it in Vancouver. Unfortunately, I missed the games afternoon,
although I could hear the cheering and celebrations from the dock.

The engine started…but then it died.
I departed fairly early Monday wanting to drop the rental
car off a day early. The crossing was lots of fun. The Strait was
fairly flat. The 17 knot winds gradually built to about 20.
Although it did rain, it was a straight shot (or should I say
Strait shot). I was pleased that I seemed to stay ahead of the
GYC boats gaining on me until the entrance to English Bay. The
winds there were easterly, and after my starter issues Saturday,
and on the last return crossing, I started the engine just to make
sure, and it started – yay! But then died.
Also, the instruments that often go off and reset a few
seconds after starting the engine, came back with just bars
instead of numbers, and the autopilot head said no speed. So I
could only go down below briefly while sailing with the
autopilot holding the tiller centered on standby.
I tried to restart the engine again, this time adding a slug of fuel. It ran, but when I put it back to idle, it died. This had me
thinking fuel flow or a wrapped prop (except I was in neutral – still my brain was trying to think of whatever it could be). I
checked my primary filter, and gauge showed that the pressure drop had risen slightly (I wondered if the bit of label that fell
off my Jerry Can and down my diesel fill had finally made its way to the filter). It was still well below the yellow zone, and
the bowl was full of fuel. Now the panic monster kicked in a bit, but I calmed right down when I realized I could tack my way
back up to the fuel dock, call C-Tow or one of our crew for a tow to Burrard if need be.
I felt real comfort in having the group nearby.
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I turned off my instrumentation for about 15 seconds then
turned it back on. I now had boat speed, and windspeed and
direction again, but depth didn’t come back on. No worries, I
had my autopilot again. I was getting close to West Van, so I
threw in a tack and went below. I saw some water by the nav
table above the floor boards. I figured a water bottle, or Buck’s
water dish might have spilled, so I tasted it – salty!

Water above the floorboards!
I pulled up the nearest floorboard, and there was water. Two
things went through my head: concern: I remembered hearing
us hit something while I was down below pumping out my
holding tank about halfway across, so I wondered if we had
breached the hull and were taking on water, and at the same
time, a thought that if we had taken on water, it would have
slowed us down, and then in that case, I had done even better
at staying ahead of the fleet.
I ran the bilge pump (no “auto” switch). It seemed like a lot
of water, so I would have to monitor it and see how much
more comes in.

Figuring it out…
I knew that I shouldn’t have used that much fuel going to
Thetis and back, but then remembered that I had run my
heater for both crossings and all three nights, and because I
was late, I had motor sailed on Friday. That could add up to a
fair bit of fuel used, and we were heeled pretty hard over.
Having just tacked, the fuel fill was now on the high side, so
I pulled out my 5 gallon Jerry can and topped the tank. I
started the engine, and this time when I dropped her to idle,
she kept running. After, I figured that we were heeled enough
and the tank was low enough that those two things combined
to reduce the available diesel from my 11 gallon tank to
prevent the engine from getting enough fuel to run, or
perhaps allowed air to get sucked in.
I am guessing that if I had just started the engine when the
boat was flat and I was taking down the sails, it would likely
all have been okay. Also the instruments restarted after
starting the engine and this time I had depth. My best guess
on this is that with the fuel issue, the starter ran longer than
normal and this drew the battery voltage down enough to
mess up the instruments.
That left the salt water. Arriving at the dock, there was still
some in the bilge, but that could have been missed by the
pump because we were heeling. I remembered when I pulled
the transducer at the start of the trip: I had let in more water
than usual without drying out the bilge, it just might be that
that was the source of the water, and I only saw it because we
were heeled so heavily at the end. I visited the boat hours later,
and there was no noticeable new water. I dried it out
thoroughly and four days later it was still bone dry.
So, as Shakespeare says, it was much ado about nothing –
who says boats are exciting or a lot of work?! ;-)

What else would they want to do for the day?
Many thanks to doctors Jim and Mike and Norm who spent so much
time diagnosing the problem and juryrigging a temporary solution.
This little plastic thingey had broken so both cables disappeared into the pedestal.
White Wolf needed a screwdriver, vise grips and lots of duct tape to get home.
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